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the various organizations that exist in the
Church and kingdom of God. All these
were given not by the wisdom or intel-
ligence of man, nor were they instituted
according to any pattern that elsewhere ex-
ists upon the earth at the present time, nor
based upon any faith promulgated by any
body of divines, by any scientific or literary
associations, by any system of theology or
philosophy, on any plan of any kind intro-
duced by man’s wisdom; but they were in-
troduced by the Almighty according to the
revelations of God to us, for our guidance
and direction in all of our affairs in life, to
prepare us to accomplish not our own will,
but the will of our Father in Heaven; not
to carry out any ideas of our own, but the
ideas, intentions, commands and directions
of the Almighty, that we might gather to-
gether from the nations of the earth those
who are willing to listen to the principles of
eternal truth, and form a grand nucleus in
the valleys of the mountains, which should
grow, increase, and spread under the guid-
ance and direction of the Almighty, until
the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdoms of our God and his Christ. This
is really the thing we have engaged in, and
we are indebted to him for his direction
and instruction from its first inception to
the present time, and we shall be thus in-
debted, from this time henceforth and for-
ever, for the guidance, instruction, teaching
and protection of the Almighty to enable us
to consummate the work which he origi-
nated and organized.

It matters not to us what the opinions
of men may be pertaining to these matters.
God has given us a mission to perform,
and in the name of Israel’s God, and with
his assistance, we will try to do it. The
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ways of God, the plans and designs of the
Almighty, have never been very conge-
nial to the feelings of human nature, or
to the waywardness of the human family.
Whenever God has made known his will
to man in any age of the world’s history,
there has always been a spirit of antago-
nism which has prevailed more or less
against it. This same opposition exists
today, and has done from the first orga-
nization of this Church; and I will say it
will continue to go on and increase and
become more intensified in proportion to
the growth and spread of the principles of
truth. We sometimes think we have had a
great deal to contend with. It is true, we
have had a little, but we might have had
more. Those who have made themselves
acquainted with the sayings of the holy
Prophets contained in the word of God, as
made known on the continent of Asia, as
well as on this continent, and the proph-
ecies which have been given through the
medium of Joseph Smith, in relation to
this same subject, are very well aware that
the Church is comparatively in its infancy,
and so also are the persecutions of those
who are opposed to it. We have been in
the habit of reflecting on the position of
the nations, for instance, and upon the ca-
lamities which must overtake them, over-
looking perhaps the various powers which
are to be brought against God’s people.
These have assumed at various times
different shapes; at first, organizations
merely operated against Joseph Smith,
then persecutions arose in small towns
and villages against those who believed
in this modern Prophet; then it followed
us into States, then we had to endure ex-
ile from different counties in Missouri,
and afterwards from one place to
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