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another, until finally we had to evacuate

the State. We then found ourselves as-

suming a little more importance in Illi-

nois, and we learned too, that as we

increased there in strength and impor-

tance, so proportionately increased op-

position to us and to the principles we

advocated until we had to pledge our-

selves to leave a large and beautiful city

and an extensive district of country, and

then we came here to these valleys of

the Rocky Mountains. Since then antag-

onism has presented itself in a variety

of forms, through United States officers,

military and civil, until it culminated in

the United States sending out an army

against us. Since then they have adopted

every kind of method that man's ingenu-

ity could invent to harass and annoy us

and to interfere with our civil, social and

religious rights, and with our interests,

peace, and prosperity.

Is this the end? No, for if the Scrip-

tures be true we have not got through

yet. We have not yet built up the king-

dom, and consequently the struggle is

not over; nay, it has hardly commenced.

Nor are we alone in the dealings

of God with the people in this dispen-

sation. The Jews will have to per-

form quite a role in these last times.

They also will have to endure a large

amount of trials, persecutions, and dif-

ficulties, which have yet to come upon

them. They will in due time be gath-

ered together to their own lands like we

are gathered here; and nations will go

up against them, and then too will cer-

tain nations come against us; but we

have not yet got through with the United

States. In relation to events that will

yet take place, and the kind of trials,

troubles, and sufferings which we shall

have to cope with, it is to me a matter of

very little moment; these things are in

the hands of God, he dictates the affairs

of the human family, and directs and con-

trols our affairs; and the great thing that

we, as a people, have to do is to seek

after and cleave unto our God, to be in

close affinity with him, and to seek for

his guidance, and his blessing and Holy

Spirit to lead and guide us in the right

path. Then it matters not what it is

nor who it is that we have to contend

with, God will give us strength accord-

ing to our day. There is no question in

the hearts of all good Latter-day Saints

about the future destiny of the Church

and kingdom of God upon the earth; that

with them is a settled fact. Neither does

it concern them what this man or the

other man may do, it makes no partic-

ular difference. God has a certain ob-

ject to accomplish, and he will do it in

his own way and in his own time. He

holds the nations as dust in the balances;

he will manipulate them and their af-

fairs as he pleases, and they cannot help

themselves; he will also manipulate the

affairs of the Latter-day Saints, having

his watchcare over them, as he ever has

had over all his people. If we are found

to be willing and obedient, and on the

Lord's side for right, for truth, and in-

tegrity, for virtue and purity and holi-

ness, adhering to the principles of truth

and the laws of life, then God will be

with us, and he will sustain all those who

adhere to these principles; for be it re-

membered that these are the principles

we profess to believe in, and those who

are not governed by them he will move

out of the way; they will drop down on

the right hand and on the left as many

have done before, and the pure and vir-

tuous, the honorable and upright, will go

forth from conquering to conquer until


