POSITION OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC.

so I would not give anything for our reli-
gion, or our religious ideas. I do not think
that any of us can regulate, manage or con-
duct any of these matters, unless God be
with us. And I will tell you another thing,
God will not be with us unless we are one.
Says Jesus, “That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
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they also may be one in us.” “I in them,
and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one.” And the oneness will not
consist in each one of us seeking his own
interest, his own emolument, and to ex-
tend his own ideas and influence; but in his
seeking the interest and welfare of another,
the establishment of Zion, that the welfare
of all may be cared for and reached, both
among the living and the dead in all time
and eternity. This is the way I have been
taught to regard these things. God is not
setting up a kingdom for you, or for me, or
for any individual person.

There are a good many points connect-
ed with these things when we come to re-
flect upon them, which are of a good deal
of importance to us. How shall we arrive
at them? Firstly, by getting right ourselves;
in our spirits and feelings one towards an-
other; in upholding and sustaining cor-
rect principles and correct authority, and
as a community in being governed by the
Lord our God. How can I expect to be
blessed of God if I do not conduct myself
as a Saint of God? Can I expect his Spirit?
No. Can I expect to have the sweet whis-
perings thereof to lead me in the path of
life, if I trample under foot his precepts?
No. What then? There are a great many
other things. I will tell you of one which
I have noticed lately that prevails to quite
an extent among us. I find a great many
among the Latter-day Saints who are

JOD Vol 18-LIVE.indd 283

283

a good deal like those spoken of by Peter,
“they are not afraid to speak evil of digni-
ties. Whereas angels, which are greater in
power and might, bring not railing accusa-
tion against them before the Lord.” Jude
the Apostle, referring to the same thing,
says, “‘Likewise also these filthy dream-
ers defile the flesh, despise dominion,
and speak evil of dignities. Yet Michael
the archangel, when contending with the
devil he disputed about the body of Moses,
durst not bring against him a railing accu-
sation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.”
Now, as good Latter-day Saints, let us
look at some of these things calmly. Have
we got Bishops in our Church? Yes; but
I was going to say, who the devil cares
about Bishops? You do not say it exactly
like that, but you think it sometimes, don’t
you? Then we have the Twelve Apostles.
Well, who cares about the Twelve? Then,
we have the First Presidency. Well, who
cares about them? If we go a little far-
ther, it will be, Who the devil cares about
God? It will certainly lead to that, if we
continue to pursue that course. Are our
Bishops all perfect? No. Are the Twelve?
No; I wish they were. Are the First
Presidency? I hope they are. Are the Saints
perfect? I wish you were. We are all sur-
rounded by weaknesses and infirmities. I
acknowledge I am, and I think I could so
speak for some of my brethren, but I do
not propose to confess their weaknesses.
Notwithstanding all the blessings con-
ferred upon us through the Gospel we have
received, we, all of us, have “the treasures
in earthen vessels.” I suppose that God
has given us these infirmities that no flesh
might glory in his presence, but that we
might all feel our littleness and weakness,
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