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a body of flesh and bones. He also says,

"For I came down from heaven, not to do

mine own will, but, the will of him that

sent me." He came down from the pres-

ence and abode of his Father. On another

occasion, while addressing the Jews, he

says, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, be-

fore Abrahamwas, I am." He was, in fine,

the first-born of every creature, and con-

sequently the eldest of our Father's fam-

ily.

If, therefore, it be now admitted that

our elder brother had a previous exis-

tence with the Father, why should it be

thought unreasonable that the rest of

the family should have a pre-existence

as well as the Firstborn? He was born

according to man in the flesh, and why

not his younger brethren have a similar

birth with him in the spirit?

But now this carries us back still fur-

ther, and invites us to ascertain a lit-

tle in relation to his Father. A great

many have supposed that God the Eter-

nal Father, whom we worship in connec-

tion with his Son, Jesus Christ, was al-

ways a self-existing, eternal being from

all eternity, that he had no beginning as

a personage. But in order to illustrate

this, let us inquire, What is our destiny?

If we are now the sons and daughters

of God, what will be our future destiny?

The Apostle Paul, in speaking of man as

a resurrected being, says, "Who (Jesus)

shall change our vile body, that it might

be fashioned like unto his glorious body,"

which harmonizes with what John says,

"It doth not yet appear what we shall

be, but we know that when he shall ap-

pear we shall be like him." Our bodies

will be glorified in the same manner as

his body is; then we shall be truly in his

image and likeness, for as he is immor-

tal, having a body of flesh and bone, so

we will be immortal, possessing bodies

of flesh and bones. Will we ever become

Gods? Let me refer you to the answer of

the Savior to the Jews when accused of

blasphemy because he called himself the

Son of God. Says be, "Is it not written in

your law, I said, Ye are gods? If ye called

them gods, unto whom the word of God

came, and the Scriptures cannot be bro-

ken." This clearly proves to all Bible be-

lievers that in this world, in our imper-

fect state, being the children of God, we

are destined, if we keep his command-

ments, to grow in intelligence until we

finally become like God our Father. By

living according to every word which pro-

ceeds from the mouth of God, we shall at-

tain to his likeness, the same as our chil-

dren grow up and become like their par-

ents; and, as children through diligence

attain to the wisdom and knowledge of

their parents, so may we attain to the

knowledge of our Heavenly Parents, and

if they be obedient to this commandment

they will not only be called the sons of

God, but be gods.

In the 1st verse of the 14th chap-

ter of Revelation, we are told that John

saw one hundred and forty-four thou-

sand persons standing with the Lamb

upon Mount Zion, and they had a pe-

culiar name written in their foreheads—

even their Father's name, him whom we

call, in our language, God. Then there

will be written upon the foreheads of

these hundred and forty-four thousand

this insignia, the Father's name and they

will be gods; and they will associate with

him as do the Father and his Only Begot-

ten, that is, the only son begotten in the

flesh.

From this we can draw the conclusion

that God, Our eternal Father, who is a

spiritual being, has a body of flesh and

bones, the same as his children will have

after the resurrection.


