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thrones hereafter, and judge the twelve

tribes of Israel. There will be nothing in-

tangible or etherial about these thrones,

they will be just as real as any kingly

throne of the earth. And the Twelve

Apostles will rule over the twelve tribes

of Israel for the space of a thousand

years, having, as they will have, their

celestial bodies, and they will eat and

drink at the table of the Lord. He will

be here also, he will be King of kings,

before whom all must bow, all must ac-

knowledge his power—and that will be

for the space of a thousand years.

By and by, when the time comes for

this earth to die—for there has been

a great deal of wickedness here—Satan

will be loosed to go forth again to deceive,

for there will still be some of the Saints

mortal, who will be subject to tempta-

tion, and even Satan will not only try

to deceive the mortal Saints, but he will

gather together his armies around the

camp of the Saints.

Then another time comes, when a

great white throne will appear, and he

who sits thereon will be glorious in his

majesty and power, from before whose

face the earth will flee away and no place

be found for it. Will he annihilate it? No,

not a particle of the earth will be annihi-

lated, not a particle of the earth was ever

originated, consequently not a particle

of it will go out of existence; but it will

flee away to its original element, in the

same manner as the human body would

were it burned at the stake. The ele-

ments would be diffused among original

matter, so with the elements of our earth

when it undergoes its change. John was

not satisfied with only seeing the earth

pass away, but he saw still further, even

until he beheld a new heaven and a

new earth, for, said he, the first heaven

and the first earth were passed away,

and there was no more sea. Again, he

testifies further, saying, "And I John saw

the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming

down from God out of heaven, prepared

as a bride adorned for her husband. And

I heard a great voice out of heaven say-

ing, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with

men, and he will dwell with them, and

they shall be his people, and God him-

self shall be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from

their eyes; and there shall be no more

death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nei-

ther shall there be any more pain: for

the former things are passed away. And

he that sat upon the throne said, Behold,

I make all things new."

This creation, when made new, will

be inhabited by immortal beings, who

will no more be subject to death, conse-

quently there will be no more pain or sor-

row, nothing to mar their peace or to pre-

vent them from entering into the fullness

of happiness and joy.

This, I say, is the destiny of this earth,

and the Lord has told us that the time is

nigh at hand. In other words, this is the

last dispensation, and we are preparing

for the work of the Millennium. When

the thousand years are passed, the earth

will be made new—it will then become

a heaven, the habitation of the former

and Latter-day Saints, as well as all they

who prove themselves faithful who will

be born during the Millennium. How

long will they inhabit it? Forever.

When I was a boy, nineteen years old,

I first saw Joseph Smith; I attended a

Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, on the 2nd January,

1831. At that Conference the people de-

sired him to inquire of the Lord for them


