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same position.

Then, having assumed this position,

we assume all the responsibilities of am-

bassadors of Christ, we become answer-

able for our individual acts, and for the

manner in which we use the talents and

ability the Lord has given us. Now the

question is, do we sense our position, do

we comprehend fully the nature of the

work we have undertaken to consum-

mate? I am sometimes led to believe

that some of our brethren, Elders in Is-

rael, are too ready and willing to shirk

the obligations they are under by reason

of their covenants, the faith they once

possessed seems to be almost exhausted,

and they appear to settle down into

the quiet satisfaction of a mere nominal

membership in the Church. There are

others who think because their names

are not very widely known, because they

are perhaps only employees, occupying

narrow spheres, that it does not matter

much what habits they contract, or what

kind of examples they set before their

brethren. But then, if they held respon-

sible positions, such as the Presidency of

the Church, or a counselorship, or if they

belonged to the Quorum of the Twelve, or

were they President of the High Coun-

cil, or of the High Priests or Seventies,

then they would consider it important

how they conducted themselves. Herein

they manifest great weakness or gross

ignorance, their lamp is either growing

dim or they never sensed the position

they assumed in taking upon themselves

the responsibilities of the Gospel.

We are told in the parable of the

Savior that the kingdom of heaven is

as a householder who delivered his

goods to his servants as he was about

to travel into a far country. To one

he gave five talents, to another two,

and to another one. The one that

received the five talents went and

traded, and made other five talents,

doubling the portion that had been en-

trusted to him, and he also that received

two talents went and gained other two.

But he that received the one talent, went

and digged in the earth, and hid his

lord's money. He doubtless considered

that his responsibility was so small that

he could not do much, and consequently

he would not exercise a talent so inferior.

Does not this apply directly to the condi-

tion of some of our Elders? Says one, "I

am only a carpenter, or a tailor, or, perad-

venture, only a hod carrier, therefore it

cannotmatter much how I deport myself,

whether I do or do not honestly discharge

my duties in my humble sphere. But it

would be very different if I were acting

in some more responsible and prominent

position."

Stop, my brother; do not allow your-

self to be deceived by such alluring sen-

timents. It is true you may only be a

hod carrier, but remember you are an El-

der in Israel, you are an ambassador of

the Lord Jesus Christ, and if you are in

the line of your duty you are in posses-

sion of that which the world cannot give

nor take away; and you are held account-

able to God for the honest use of the tal-

ent over which he has made you steward,

whether it be large or small.

Again, you exert a certain degree of

influence, and be it ever so small, it af-

fects some person or persons, and for

the results of the influence you exert you

are held more or less accountable. You,

therefore, whether you acknowledge it or

not, have assumed an importance before

God and man that cannot be overlooked,

and from which you cannot be released if

you wish to sustain the name you bear.

And what of the prospects of that


