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individual? I say that if he honors his
calling, and is found faithful to the trust
reposed in him, his prospects for sal-
vation and exaltation in the kingdom
of God are just as good as any other
man's. If he comprehends his position
and lives accordingly, his prospects are
equally good with any man that ever
lived since the days of father Adam to the
present moment; and it is just as impor-
tant that he deport himself properly ac-
cording to the sphere in which he walks,
as it is that any other individual should,
who may be called to act in a higher po-
sition; or, in other words, who may have
been made steward over a larger number
of talents. If the man of limited influ-
ence and small talents be not trustwor-
thy and faithful in that which belongs
to another, which may be committed to
his charge, how can he expect ever to
come in possession of the true riches, or
even receive that which he calls his own?
For mark well the language of the Sav-
ior bearing directly on this—"He that is
faithful in that which is least is faithful
also in much; and he that is unjust in the
least is unjust also in much."

Therefore, let it be understood and
always remembered by those who may
be called to follow the humbler occupa-
tions in life, that it is absolutely nec-
essary, for their growth and progress
in the kingdom of God, that while act-
ing therein they master the situation,
that they establish and form a charac-
ter and a living name, by which they
may be known and distinguished here-
after among the sons of God. I respect
the man occupying the humblest posi-
tion, if he is faithful in the sphere in
which he acts, and is truly an honest
man; I deem him just as honorable as
any person who may act in a higher
position. The Lord does not require
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so much of the man who possesses but
one talent, as of him who possesses more
than one; but, according to that which
he hath, so shall it be required of him.
Let all, therefore, be encouraged, and
seek to improve the talents they sever-
ally possess; and let him who may have
the one talent use it and not hide it in
the earth; that is, let him who may be
endowed with little ability improve him-
self, and not complain because nature
may not have been so propitious to him
as to his more fortunate brother. Let us
all be satisfied with our lot in life, and
should it not be so desirable as we could
wish, we should seek with becoming dili-
gence to improve it, ever feeling grate-
ful for our earthly being, and more espe-
cially for the Spirit of God we have re-
ceived through obedience to the Gospel.

President Young has said from this
stand, that the poor are often harder to
govern than the rich. There are, doubt-
less, many brethren present today, who
preside in our various settlements, that
can readily corroborate the statement.
This should not be so, for one of the im-
portant objects of the Gospel is to bene-
fit the poor temporally as well as spiritu-
ally; and, therefore, of all other classes
of people, the poor should be the most
willing to be directed and governed. The
Lord has ever been mindful of his poor;
to them, while in their adverse circum-
stances, he has granted privileges which
are withheld from the rich. The fact
that the poor had the Gospel preached
to them was one of the evidences of
Jesus being the Christ, which he him-
self gave to the disciples of John in an-
swer to the question, "Art thou he that
should come, or do we look for another?"
The poor have always been an especial
charge of the servants of God, in all



