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ages; and strikingly has this charge been
sustained in this dispensation by Presi-
dent Young and his brethren. The Presi-
dency of this Church have always been
mindful of the poor, in donating them-
selves and using their influence upon
others to assist in the gathering of the
poor Saints from the various nations to
this land; and upon their arrival here
have caused homes and food to be pro-
vided for them until such times as they
could provide for themselves; and they
have constantly manifested a disposition
to elevate the poor, and to protect them
against that arbitrary power which per-
adventure might be used against them
by their richer brethren.

The Gospel binds together the hearts
of all its adherents, it makes no dif-
ference, it knows no difference between
the rich and the poor; we are all bound
as one individual to perform the duties
which devolve upon us. "And if ye have
not been faithful in that which is another
man's, who shall give you that which is
your own?" Now let me ask the ques-
tion, Who do possess anything, who can
really and truly call any of this world's
goods his own? I do not presume to,
I am merely a steward over a very lit-
tle, and unto God I am held account-
able for its use and disposition. The
Latter-day Saints have received the law
of the Gospel through the revelations of
God, and it is so plainly written that
all can understand it. And if we under-
stood and comprehended the position we
assumed in subscribing to it when we
entered into its covenant through bap-
tism for the remission of sins, we must
still be conscious of the fact that that
law requires us to seek first the king-
dom of God, and that our time, tal-
ent and ability must be held subservient
to its interest. If this were not so,
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how could we expect hereafter, when this
earth shall have been made the dwelling
place of God and his Son, to inherit eter-
nal lives and to live and reign with him?
Who shall say that the rich, or those that
possess many talents, have any better
hope or prospect to inherit these bless-
ings than the poor, or those who have but
one talent? As I understand it, the man
who works in the shop, whether as tai-
lor, carpenter, shoemaker, or in any other
industrial department, and who lives ac-
cording to the law of the Gospel, and is
honest and faithful in his calling, that
man is just as eligible to the receiving
of these and all the blessings of the New
and Everlasting Covenant as any other
man; through his faithfulness he shall
possess thrones, principalities and pow-
ers, his children becoming as numerous
as the stars in the firmament, or the
sands on the seashore. Who, I ask, has
any greater prospect than this?

I remember reading an anecdote
when a boy, of a man who, through his
wisdom and patriotism, had gained great
renown, but who, through envy, was as-
signed to a position which was consid-
ered very degrading. On entering upon
its duties, it was said that he made this
significant remark: "If the office does not
honor me, I will honor the office." Much
difficulty would be avoided, and our con-
dition and situation would be much more
encouraging, if we all honored the office
in which we are called to act. We are
told that the Lord himself made clothes
for our first parents, or, in other words,
on that occasion, acted as tailor, also
that Jesus Christ, was a carpenter. Now,
the Savior must have been an honor-
able and honest carpenter, or he never
could have merited the position he after-
wards occupied. If we could get the bre-



