
ren and sisters to see the importance of act-
ing honestly and faithfully in their respective 
callings, much of the annoyances and trou-
bles we now experience would be averted, 
and the work of God would roll on with re-
doubled rapidity, and all his purposes would 
be more rapidly and speedily accomplished; 
and besides, as a people, we would be better 
prepared than we now are for the dispensa-
tion of his will. “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God.” Again we are told, 
“It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him.” This spirit should influence us 
in all our dealings. If we all acted in keep-
ing with its sacred whisperings, there would 
be little difficulty in the establishment and 
working of the United Order, for all would 
then be faithful in the performance of their 
several duties. But if, whether as tailors or 
carpenters, clerks or merchants, we prove 
unfaithful, “who,” says the Savior, “shall 
give you that which is your own?” On the 
same principle, if we as Elders fail to keep 
the covenants we have made, namely, to use 
our time, talent, and ability for the upbuild-
ing of the kingdom of God upon the earth, 
how can we reasonably expect to come forth  
in the morning of the first resurrection,

identified with the great work of redemp-
tion? If we, in our manner, habits, and 
dealings, imitate the Gentile world, there-
by identifying ourselves with the world, 
do you think, my brethren, that God will 
bestow upon us the blessings we desire to 
inherit? I tell you no, he will not! In all our 
business occupations we must prove our-
selves better than any other people, or we 
forfeit all. We must build ourselves up in 
the righteousness of heaven, and plant in 
our hearts the righteousness of God. Said 
the Lord, through the Prophet Jeremiah, “I 
will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.” This 
is what the Lord is endeavoring to do, and 
this he will accomplish in us if we conform 
to his will.

Then let us practice honesty and dili-
gence in our various callings, seeking unity, 
and to cultivate the spirit of brotherhood 
financially as well as spiritually, that we 
may be in readiness, upon call, to go forth 
and build up the Center Stake of Zion, 
and prepare a house in which to meet the 
Lord our Savior and Redeemer.

May God bless you, my brethren and 
sisters, and enable you to act always as wise 
stewards over that with which you have 
been entrusted.
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