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I cannot consent in my feelings to re-

tire from this house without exercising

my strength, the strength of my lungs,

stomach and speaking organs, in speak-

ing to this people. I hardly dare say

what is in my heart to say to this peo-

ple. Perhaps it would not be prudent,

but I will say a few encouraging things

to the Latter-day Saints, that is, they

ought to be encouraging. We that are

here are enjoying a privilege that we

have no knowledge of any other people

enjoying since the days of Adam, that is,

to have a Temple completed, wherein all

the ordinance of the house of God can

be bestowed upon his people. Brethren

and sisters, do you understand this? It

seems that a great many of the people

know nothing about it. It is true that

Solomon built a Temple for the purpose

of giving endowments, but from what we

can learn of the history of that time they

gave very few if any endowments, and

one of the high priests was murdered by

wicked and corrupt men, who had al-

ready begun to apostatize, because he

would not reveal those things appertain-

ing to the Priesthood that were forbidden

him to reveal until he came to the proper

place. I will not say but what Enoch

had Temples and officiated therein, but

we have no account of it. We know that

he raised up a people so pure and holy

that they were not permitted to remain

with the wicked inhabitants of the earth,

but were taken to another place. We

as Latter-day Saints have been labor-

ing for over forty years, and the reve-

lations given us in the first were to es-

tablish the kingdom by gathering the

Saints, building Temples, and organiz-

ing the people as the family of heaven

here on the earth. We reared up a Tem-

ple in Kirtland, but we had no base-

ment in it, nor a font, nor prepara-

tions to give endowments for the living

or the dead. It was left by the Saints

before it was completed, they going to

Missouri. Joseph located the site for

the Temple Block in Jackson County,

Missouri, and pointed out the south-

east corner of the Temple in the year

1831—also laid the cornerstone for a

Temple in Far West, Caldwell County,

Mo. These Temples were not built. We

built one in Nauvoo. I could pick out


