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We are met together on this occa-

sion, as we frequently are called upon

to do, to pay our last respects to the de-

parted dead. This is one of the inci-

dents connected with humanity, and one

that always commands our serious at-

tention. There has an immutable decree

gone forth from the Almighty, that man

must die; and it matters not what our

standing in society or station in life may

be, all alike must submit to the divine

behest.

When we look back to the generations

that have passed, letting our minds wan-

der through the various ages that have

transpired since the commencement of

the human family upon the earth, we

see, as it were, multitudes of human

beings who have had their entrance

into and exit from this world, a great

rolling wave of human life coming and

going. They have existed simply for a

short time, mingling with and operating

among their fellow beings, and then they

have faded away, their bodies have de-

cayed and returned to mother earth,

while they themselves have left this

world and gone into another state of ex-

istence.

We might bring this reflection a lit-

tle nearer home, by inquiring, Howmany

are there yet living of my acquaintances

who were in existence when I was born?

But few comparatively; and so it is with

a great many others. We come into the

world, we think and reflect, we act and

operate, we carry out certain ideas, plans

and calculations, we live but a short time

and then die, leaving all things with

which we were connected pretty much as

they were when we came here.

We frequently talk of the advance-

ments made in society and the pro-

gression of the world generally in in-

telligence, in science, in literature,

etc. But what is all that to the

man when he is about to leave his

earthly tenement, to go hence? Of what


