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mind while traveling through the world,

and having to meet with the various con-

flicts and difficulties that frequently ob-

struct our path.

Looking upon ourselves as eternal be-

ings, connected with heaven as well as

earth, with eternity as well as time, what

difference is it to us what our lot may

be, whether we abound in wealth, or

whether we have to struggle with grim

poverty; whether we possess the good

things of this world, or have to crawl

around like Lazarus did, and be glad to

eat of the crumbs that fell from the rich

man's table? It will soon be with the rich

as if they were not rich, and with the

poor as if they had not to struggle—all

will find a level in the grave.

What are our views pertaining to the

future? What claim have we on the

Almighty? Can we say as one did, "For

we know that if our earthly house of

this tabernacle were dissolved, we have

a building of God, a house not made with

hands, eternal in the heavens?" If we

can say that, it is all right; no difference

what our position, no differencewhat our

circumstances, if our hearts are pure be-

fore God, and our spirits are upright, and

we conscientiously feel that we are in

the line of our duty, living in the fear of

God and are enabled to cleave to him and

keep his commandments, and walk in ac-

cordance with his precepts, all is right.

No matter whether we live long or short,

it makes no difference, God takes care of

his people, and all is well.

Do we have trials? Yes, and it is

necessary that we should; but what-

ever you do, let not your trials in-

terfere with your duties and responsi-

bilities to God. If troubles do come

along, and we find it hard to battle

with the things of life, never mind,

let us cleave to God, to truth, to

virtue, to righteousness, and main-

tain our integrity, and we will always

feel that God is our friend, and that all

is well. We will feel like saying, let the

winds blow, and the rain descend, and

the storms come, no matter what posi-

tion we occupy, if God gives us power to

breast the conflict, if we keep the com-

mandments of God, and have our faith

and hopes centered in the Lord beyond

the veil, we shall feel that God is our Fa-

ther and friend, and we are his children,

and that he will own us and take care of

us in time as well as in the eternities to

come.

Well, what about others? Are you not

very proscriptive in your feelings? No,

not at all. I am willing, as an individ-

ual, to endure anything that God may be

pleased to place upon me, inasmuch as

I have his grace to sustain me. I can

do nothing of myself, neither can you,

without the divine assistance. Have I

my weaknesses? Yes. Have you weak-

nesses? Yes. Are any of us perfect? No.

We are placed in this world to prove us.

What shall we do? Why, fear the Lord

and do the best we can, trusting in him.

If we do that, all is right pertaining to

the future. But what are we all aiming

at? I am looking for a celestial glory. I

want to be associated with the Church

of the Firstborn, whose names are writ-

ten in the heavens, and with Prophets

and Apostles, and with all the holy men

of God who were inspired with the same

hopes, who lived generations ago, as well

as with such men who now live. If I

can only fight the good fight of faith, and

lay hold of eternal life, then all is right.

What of others? They are in the hands of

God, and so are we. But are we all going

to get into the celestial kingdom? I am

afraid not. Not all the Latter-day Saints?

I am afraid not. We read that many are


