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is the God and Father of all the spirits

of all flesh that now live, that have lived

through all the ages of time, and he is

interested in the welfare and salvation

of all; but he, as well as we, is governed

by law, and hence he is no respecter of

persons, but gives unto all according to

their works. I have set my mark high,

and if God will give me grace sufficient to

overcome every evil and to surmount ev-

ery trial, I intend to continue to fight the

good fight of faith, and lay hold of eternal

life.

With regard to sister Bourne, to

whose remains we now pay our last re-

spects and which lie before us, it is all

right, all right! I too have had my friends

leave me. Do I feel sorry? No. They have

gone and they rest from earthly trouble,

and I expect to follow after them. I well

remember the conversation I had with

my father when he was about to depart

this life. I said, "Father, you are going?"

He said, "Yes." I then said, "That is right,

father you came into the world a little be-

fore me, and you are leaving a little be-

fore. I will not try to disgrace you, and by

and by I will come too." It is true, we do

not like to lose a good, kind companion, a

wife, a husband, a child, a brother, a sis-

ter, or any of our near and dear friends

or relatives; but we have to do it, and

it is right and proper that we should.

They go a little before us; when we

get there they will receive and welcome

us, and say, "God bless you, you have

come at last." That is the way I look

at it. I expect to strike hands and em-

brace my friends who have gone before,

who have proved themselves faithful and

true. Why should I mourn when they

leave? Of course, I like their company

and association, but it was not designed

that I should always have it here. We

came here to live, and to die that we

may live; and we are all moving, moving,

passing off this stage of time. It is for us

to prepare for the eternities to come.

I pray God to comfort the hearts

of the husband, children, relatives and

friends of this our departed sister, and

say, May the peace and blessings of God

be and abide with you, and may he lead

us in the paths of life, and enable us

to struggle for the glory and exaltation

that are within our reach, until we shall

have overcome, and be prepared to enter

into the celestial kingdom of the Father,

which may God grant for Christ's sake.

Amen.


