PROPHECIES UNFULFILLED, ETC.

materials we, as Latter-day Saints, believe
existed from all eternity, the materials had
no beginning; they were not created.

There is one particular to which I wish
to call your attention. The ocean seems
to have been gathered by itself, when the
dry land appeared, and whether or not
there were any islands at that period of our
globe’s history, we are not informed. You
might inquire—What has occasioned two
great continents and two great oceans in-
tervening between them, and how are we
to account for the appearance of islands
and seas as they now exist? These are the
results of other changes since the days
of the organization of this earth, as pro-
claimed by Moses. The flood, no doubr,
produced some changes on the surface of
our globe, but still I do not believe, for a
moment, that it could have produced the
changes we now see. So far as the location
of the different islands and continents is
concerned, we descend to a period since
the flood. In the days of Peleg, we are
told, the earth was divided. This is a very
short historical notice of a very marvel-
ous event. If we had the whole account of
this occurrence precisely as it transpired, it
would certainly be extremely wonderful.
Supposing that the one great antediluvian
continent, which must have existed prior
to that time, were to be divided by several
thousand miles of water, would not that be
a most wonderful evene?

It may be enquired, what natural laws
could have performed such an event? I do
not pretend to say that any regular, uni-
form laws exist by which it was accom-
plished; but there are laws, perhaps, that
finite man does not comprehend and
fully understand, which might occasion

the division of the earth. The Lord
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has under his control all the laws of nature,
whether uniform or not. It is just as easy
for the Lord to cause water to stand up as
perpendicular walls, instanced in the case
of the children of Israel crossing the Red
Sea, as it is to cause these waters to settle
to their common level. What causes water
to find its level? It is the power of God,
and nothing else. We give it the name of
gravitation; but the power of gravitation is
nothing more nor less than the power God
exercises upon the elements, producing
uniform laws.

Has the Lord no other laws in opera-
tion but the law of gravity? Yes, he can
cause the law of gravity to be in subjection
to other laws. For instance, a certain man
was cutting down wood with the Prophet
Elisha when his axe fell into deep water, to
all appearance lost; and the man was some-
what exercised about it, because the axe
was borrowed. The Prophet, understand-
ing the nature of certain laws higher than
that of gravitation, exercised the power
of the Priesthood with which he was en-
dowed, commanding the iron to swim,
and it did so.

Again, on another occasion, the Prophet
Elisha, knowing that he must succeed the
Prophet Elijah in the ministry, and that
Elijah was about to be translated and tak-
en to heaven, asked of him a certain favor
before he ascended, namely, that a double
portion of his (Elijah’s) spirit might rest
upon him. Elijah said in response, “Thou
hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if
thou seest me when I am taken from thee,
it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall
not be so.” It pleased the Lord to grant
unto Elisha his desire, for he beheld the
Prophet ascend to heaven in a chariot of
fire, drawn by horses having the appearance
of fire. He then took the mantle of Elijah,
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