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that fell from him, and with it he smote

the waters of the Jordan, saying, "Where

is the Lord God of Elijah?" And they

parted hither and thither, and Elisha

went over on dry ground. Here, then,

we perceive a power greater than grav-

itation.

As we have already observed, when

the children of Israel had passed over the

Red Sea, the waters were thrown up like

walls on either side of them; the Lord

caused the same waters to flow down

upon their enemies, totally destroying

them.

Again, while Israel was journeying in

the wilderness we are informed that they

came to the river Jordan, and that as the

Priests who bore the ark of the Covenant

touched the water with the soles of their

feet, the waters rose up in a heap, and all

Israel passed over on dry ground.

From these simple testimonies we

have shown that God controls the laws

of nature. Again, the fact of the Prophet

Elijah being taken up to heaven, records

another instance of the laws of gravi-

tation being overcome by a more pow-

erful one. Again, the ascension of Je-

sus, after he had commissioned his dis-

ciples to preach the Gospel to all the

world, was another instance of the law

of gravitation being overcome by the

power of God. Then let no person

suppose that all the great events that

will hereafter transpire upon the sur-

face of land and sea, have got to take

place by reason of some slow progressive

changes, occupying hundreds of thou-

sands and perhaps millions of years, ac-

cording to the ideas of modern geolo-

gists. Can they show the way the Lord

can govern and control these things,

bringing about events, in the course of

a very short time, that perhaps would

take millions of years to accomplish

by the mere progressive changes, such

as are recognized by geologists? How

easy it would be for that same power to

be made manifest, in commanding the

great ocean to leave its present bed and

to gather together in the polar regions

in our globe. One may ask, What would

hold them there? They now occupy the

common level surface as near the cen-

ter of gravity as they can, and sustain

the centrifugal force exercised by the ro-

tation of the earth on its axis. If they

should be rolled back, whence they came;

if a great equatorial continent, in one

continuous belt, encircled the globe, and

the two polar regions were covered with

oceans, what would hold them in their

position? It might be done without in-

fringing particularly on the laws of grav-

itation. How easy it would be for the

Lord to compress the polar regions of our

globe, and cause the equatorial regions

to rise higher, so as to balance the polar

waters, and retain them in the arctic and

antarctic regions.

It may be objected, that should such

a condition exist, even though we should

admit the power of God in thus divid-

ing the waters, and giving us an equa-

torial continent, yet this would not pro-

tect the inhabitants of the equator from

the burning heat of the sun, and it would

be utterly impossible for the inhabitants

of the earth to inhabit the equatorial re-

gion, if this should be the case. How

easy it would be for the Lord to alter

the position of the earth's axis, giving it

a greater inclination to the plane of the

ecliptic, so that the two tropics should

extend thirty-five or forty degrees north

and south of the equator. What effect

would this have? It would have the ef-

fect of giving greater heat to the poles,

and also of giving less heat to the equa-

tor.

The earth will be shaped into the

form best adapted to the occupation

of a higher order of beings. Now,


