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the inhabitants that will occupy it. It
will then be far more glorious than it
will appear, during the thousand years
of rest; it will then be reorganized by
Almighty God in the most perfect form,
so that it shall be capable of eternal and
everlasting endurance, no more to be dis-
solved, no more to suffer from the action
of the elements one upon the other, as
has been the case with this earth, dur-
ing its temporal existence. But it will
continue to all eternity, and who are to
inhabit it? The Saints who have before
lived upon it, during the seven thousand
years of its temporal existence.

Have we any account to sustain us in
this? Yes, for after John saw the new
heaven and new earth, the next thing he
tells us of is the population of the new
earth. "I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a great
voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he
will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God. And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and
there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain, for the former things are
passed away."

The earth then will be made new, im-
mortal, eternal in its nature; and holy
beings that John saw come down in this
holy city will be its inhabitants. No more
death, no more sorrow, etc.; in other
words, this earth, this creation, will be-
come a heaven. The heavens that ex-
ist now are innumerable to man. God
has from all eternity been organizing,
redeeming and perfecting creations in
the immensity of space; all of which,
when they are sanctified by celestial law,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and made new and eternal, become the
abode of the faithful former inhabitants,
who also become immortal, through and
by celestial law. They are the man-
sions referred to by the Savior—"In my
Father's house are many mansions." In
other words, we may say, In our Father's
dominions are many mansions. They are
not like mansions built by men, they are
worlds of greater and lesser magnitude.
The first grade are exalted, celestial bod-
ies, from which celestial light will radi-
ate through the immensity of space.

We are anxiously praying to dwell in
the presence of God the Father, when we
depart this life. Where will it be? He will
dwell with man upon the earth. Will this
confine him to this earth? No, not any
more than the kings of the earth are con-
fined to their palaces, or the city in which
they may dwell. They have the right to
visit the different portions of their do-
minions and even any parts of the earth.
So will God our Eternal Father, when he
selects this earth as a habitation, make
it as one of his dwelling places, but he
will have power to go from one celestial
world to another, to visit the myriads of
creations, as may seem to him good.

In thus referring to the changes that
the earth must undergo we might ask,
Are we living now so as to be pre-
pared for all the dispensations of God's
providence? Are we prepared to re-
ceive our inheritance upon this earth,
when it shall be made eternal? If we
keep the celestial law which God shall
give to us; or in other words, if we
are born first of the water by baptism,
and then of the spirit by the baptism
of fire and the Holy Ghost, and if we
continue to walk in this spirit in new-
ness of life, being new creatures be-
fore the Lord our God, and becoming



