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tion of the fullness of times, the Father
and the Son appeared to him, arrayed in
glory, and the Father, addressing himself
to Joseph, at the same time pointing to
the Son, said, “This is My Beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. Hear ye Him!”
As there were great and important events
to be introduced into the world associated
with the interests of humanity, not only
with the people that now are, but with all
people that have ever lived upon the face of
the earth, and as what is termed the dispen-
sation of the fullness of times was about to
be ushered in, Moroni, who held the keys
of the unfolding of the Book of Mormon,
which is a record of the people who lived
upon this American continent, came to
Joseph Smith and revealed to him certain
things pertaining to the peoples who had
lived here and the dealings of God with
them, and also in regard to events that are
to transpire on this continent.

Then comes another personage, whose
name is John the Baptist. He ordained
the Prophet Joseph to that portion of the
Priesthood of which he held the keys,
namely, the Aaronic, or lesser Priesthood.
Afterwards came Peter, James and John,
who held the keys of the Melchizedek
Priesthood, and of the dispensation of
the fullness of times, they being the last in
their day to whom it was committed, and
therefore they came to him and revealed
to him the principles pertaining to the
Gospel, and the events to be fulfilled. Then
we read again of Elias or Elijah, who was
to act as a restorer, and who committed to
him the powers and authority associated
with his position. Then Abraham, who had
the Gospel, the Priesthood and Patriarchal

powers, in his day; and Moses, who stood
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at the head of the gathering dispensation
in his day, and had these powers conferred
upon him. We are informed that Noah,
who was a Patriarch, and all in the line of
the Priesthood, in every generation back
to Adam, who was the first man, possessed
the same. Why was it that all these people
should be associated with all these dispen-
sations, and all could communicate with
Joseph Smith? Because he stood at the head
of the dispensation of the fullness of times,
which comprehends all the various dispen-
sations that have existed upon the earth,
and that as the Gods in the eternal worlds
and the Priesthood that officiated in time
and eternity had declared that it was time
for the issuing forth of all these things, they
all combined together to impart to him the
keys of their several missions, that he might
be fully competent, through the intelli-
gence and aid afforded him through these
several parties, to introduce the Gospel in
all its fullness, namely, the dispensation of
the fullness of times, when, says the Apostle
Paul, “He might gather all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are in
earth; even in him.” Consequently he stood
in that position, and hence his familiarity
with all these various dispensations and the
men who administered in them. If you were
to ask Joseph what sort of a looking man
Adam was, he would tell you at once; he
would tell you his size and appearance and
all about him. You might have asked him
what sort of men Peter, James and John
were, and he could have told you. Why?
Because he had seen them.

We are living in this dispensation, which
is pregnant with greater events than any other
dispensation that has ever existed on the earth,
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