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because in it is embraced all that ever

existed anywhere among any people of

the earth. Hence why we look upon

Joseph Smith as so great and impor-

tant a character in the world's his-

tory. I think he was one of the great-

est Prophets that ever lived, Jesus him-

self excepted. Enoch was a great man,

a mighty Prophet, he had a great many

sacred and heavenly things committed

to him. He performed a great work in

his day—he walked and talked with God,

he preached the Gospel and gathered the

people as we do, and then he and his city

were caught up to heaven, to return to

earth in the latter days. He performed

his work and afterwards God took him.

How Joseph Smith will compare with

him will be better understood when Zion

is built up and redeemed, and Enoch's

Zion comes down to meet it. They both

held important positions and both will

stand in their lot as decreed by Jehovah.

Enoch received many revelations and

obtained great power from God, and un-

questionably the influence of that power

was felt by the surrounding peoples. For

when certain peoples gathered them-

selves together against him and his peo-

ple in a belligerent attitude, Enoch stood

forth and prophesied, and the earth

shook and trembled, and the people

stood afar off and fled from his pres-

ence. Of the power he possessed, and

the heavenly manifestations he had, we

have very little account.

When speaking of these various

dispensations, ideas altogether dif-

ferent present themselves to our

minds. My mind has been always

more or less engaged contemplating

the wonderful works of God. Even

at an early age, before I became ac-

quainted with the principles of our

revealed religion, I frequently used

to ask myself, "Who am I? What am I?

What am I doing here? What is the ob-

ject of my earthly being? Where did I

come from, and where am I going to?" I

have since had the same reflections; but

now I have a better method of arriving at

conclusions, the Gospel having enlight-

ened me in regard to a great many of

these principles. When we entertain and

speak of the things of God and his deal-

ings with humanity, we do not deal with

things small and insignificant in their

character, but with things great and stu-

pendous, things that are worthy the care

and supervision of the great God. When

the Gods created the earth, they did it

for certain purposes. Having organized it

according to the eternal purposes of God,

they separated the waters from the dry

land, so that the land appeared. They

next caused light to shine upon it be-

fore the sun appeared in the firmament;

for God is light, and in him there is no

darkness. He is the light of the sun

and the power thereof by which it was

made; he is also the light of the moon

and the power by which it was made; he

is the light of the stars and the power

by which they were made. He says it is

the same light that enlightens the un-

derstanding of men. What, have we a

mental light and a visual light, all pro-

ceeding from the same source? Yes, so

says the scripture, and so says science

when rightly comprehended. All these

things were organized according to the

eternal purposes of God in relation to

the earth on which we live, and then

man was placed upon it; and afterwards

the beasts, birds and fishes and seeds

of every kind, everything bearing seed

after its kind, having power to propa-

gate its own species and perpetuate it-

self on the earth. I do not wish now to


