
deal with details, for that would lead us 
from the subject.

What next? Man is placed upon the 
earth. For what? The very first command 
given to him was to be fruitful and mul-
tiply, and replenish the earth. Or in other 
words, “I have put you in possession of 
certain faculties for a certain purpose. I 
have prepared the earth for you. I have my 
spirits living with me in the eternal heav-
ens, and in the proper time it is my will 
that they shall come forth to inhabit tab-
ernacles.” He organizes everything accord-
ing to these principles. Then man appears 
in a certain condition, and there is but a 
shadow between him and the heavens that 
nothing but the light of the Gospel can re-
move; a forgetfulness, as if we were puz-
zled over an uncertain dream; a curtain is 
spread over the whole human family, and 
they are thrown upon the world to struggle 
along as best they can, having to contend 
against great powers and unseen influ-
ences that exist and whose object is to war 
against humanity. For Satan had already 
been struggling in the heavens among the 
sons of God, from whom he dissented, and 
thus he became the devil, and they that 
took sides with him became his angels. 
We are told they numbered a third of the 
hosts of heaven, and whilst they fought 
and struggled with the Gods for the power 
and supremacy, they were cast out from 
heaven and they came here, where Satan 
became the prince and power of the air. 
What to do? To tempt and try fallen man. 
They wander up and down the earth for 
this purpose, thus man is placed in a posi-
tion to be tried, combating as he has to do 
with all manner of influences which seek 
his overthrow.

While in this condition it was ne-
cessary that man should receive ad-
ditional power and intelligence to en-

able him to combat successfully these evil 
influences; hence the Gospel was revealed 
to him. If after receiving this light and 
knowledge he should fall a prey to the en-
emy of his soul, he would become more or 
less subject to the rule of this evil power, 
and thus suffer according to the extent of 
his fall. But if he should contend against 
these powers and spirits and against every 
weakness his flesh might be heir to and 
come off victorious, he is promised celes-
tial glory in the eternal worlds and eventu-
ally to become as a God.

What next? We find the powers of dark-
ness beginning to prevail in the hearts of 
fallen man. For instance, the first two liv-
ing sons, one of them killed the other and 
was a murderer. What a prospect; how the 
devil would laugh, saying, “Since Cain has 
slain his brother Abel, there is no son re-
maining but a murderer, so what becomes 
of your kingdom?” But God gave unto 
Adam another son named Seth, who rep-
resented the interests of his father and the 
interests of God. And in order that they 
should not be led down to the gates of 
death, Jesus was provided as a Savior, as a 
lamb slain from before the foundation of 
the earth. And hence Job said, “Deliver 
him from going down to the pit: I have 
found a ransom.” God made this provi-
sion in the beginning; he knew that man 
would fall and would pass through these 
ordeals, for known to God are all things 
from the commencement of the world. It 
is written here in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, that the planet on which 
he lives is a great Urim and Thummim, 
which reveals everything pertaining to this 
lower world and its inhabitants. And the 
holy beings who reside there can gaze upon 
us mortals whenever they please, looking 
also into the future or the past; hence they 
know it as it is.
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