DANIEL’S VISION, ETC.

men, women and children. If they were
assembled in one place, it would present
a grand spectacle; but suppose we double
that number, making it eighty millions,
what a vast congregation that number of
people would make, we can hardly grasp
in our comprehension its extent; and still
we will add to it another twenty millions
so as to equal the size of the congregation
which the Prophet Daniel saw standing
before the Ancient of Days. Such a body
of people must extend over a great many
miles of country, however closely they may
be collected together. I doubt whether the
extremes of such a congregation could be
seen by the natural eyes of mortals; they
would be lost in the distance.

Why will this vast assemblage of people
stand there? What will be the object of the
Ancient of Days, in coming with this vast
multitude, and what is to be accomplished?
We read that the four beasts, representing
the powers of the earth, will exist at the
time of the coming of the Ancient of Days.
And that the fourth beast, represented by
the Roman Empire and the kingdoms that
have grown out of it, will be “slain, and his
body destroyed, and given to the burning
flame.” Here then we can read the destiny
of that portion of the inhabitants of the
earth constituting the fourth beast; or,
in other words, the destiny of the king-
doms of Europe, who were to arise and
grow out of that fourth power. We can
read the final destiny of the kingdoms
of Europe, namely, Germany, France,
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Scandinavia, and
the great northern power, Russia, Austria
and Prussia, and all those various nations,
that more particularly pertain to this great
iron power that once so cruelly oppressed

the people; its “body shall be destroyed,
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and given to the burning flame,” which
signifies the nature of the judgment that
will befall them. According to other proph-
ecies, contained in Daniel, a succession of
judgments, great and terrible in their na-
ture, will overtake them, before the fire
spoken of comes. Nation will rise against
nation in war, kingdom against kingdom:
or in the language of Isaiah, “Behold, the
Lord will come with fire, and with his
chariots like a whirlwind, to render his an-
ger with fury, and his rebuke with flames
of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the
Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of
the Lord shall be many.”

It seems then that the body of the fourth
power is to be given to the burning flame,
that signifies the utter extinction of that
power from the face of the earth. The hea-
then nations representing the other three
beasts, will not then be destroyed: but their
lives are to be prolonged, and their domin-
ion is to be taken away. Though their lives
will be prolonged, yet they will not have
power to rule and govern, only as they are
permitted. If you will read from the begin-
ning of the 36th to the end of the 39th
chapters of Ezekiel, you find much said,
in regard to the heathen nations. “And the
heathen shall know that I am the Lord,”
etc. But the fourth power represents the
nations of modern Christendom. They
have not the privilege of the heathen,
in having their lives prolonged. Why?
Does the speaker mean to say that mod-
ern Christendom is more wicked than the
heathen? Yes; the people of Christendom
possess more light and knowledge than the
heathen, and therefore, they are under the
greater condemnation; for according to the
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