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accused of every conceivable crime, to

know that the doctrine and ordinances

that we believe in have a similarity to,

and are in strict accordance with, those

of the recognized word of God. We need

not go to the Book of Mormon and the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants alone,

for the proofs of the truth of the work we

are engaged in; for in appealing to those

books we only appeal to a corroborative

testimony showing that God's words and

dealings with the children of men are the

same in all ages of the world. While he

gave his revealed word to the ancients

on the Eastern Continent, he also gave

to the inhabitants of the Western Conti-

nent his word, and they both agree. He

has also given to us, his people in the last

days, his word. By these three witnesses,

or these three divine records, his word

is corroborated and maintained. Hav-

ing received the word of God from these

various sources, we can rejoice this day

in the great truth that the doctrines we

teach, the ordinances we have submitted

to, and that have been and are being ad-

ministered to us, and that our lives when

we live as we should, are in strict accor-

dance with these three records, which we

know to be the word of God, but particu-

larly in accordance with the Bible, which

the Christian world acknowledge to be

true. This has always been a great cause

of joy to me, and I have been greatly

strengthened in knowing that no refer-

ence could be made to any part, or to any

doctrine or principle of the Bible, which

was not believed in and practiced by the

Latter-day Saints to the extent of their

ability, that is, so far as the doctrine or

requirement was applicable to them. Of

course, where distinct revelations were

given to people under peculiar conditions

and of a peculiar character, as for in-

stance, Noah or Abraham, or the disci-

ples when they were commanded to flee

from Jerusalem, the common sense of all

men would suggest that such require-

ments were not applicable to us. It is

not necessary for us to build an ark,

or to do any of these things, especially

commanded to others; but where gen-

eral revelations, doctrines, ordinances,

or commandments are revealed or com-

municated to the people of God, we as a

people have received all such, and they

form part of our faith and belief, and

we, to some extent at least, are engaged

in carrying them out. In conjunction

with these glorious facts, precisely the

same consequences or results flow from

the teachings of the servants of God in

these days as in the days of old. God

confirmed the word by signs following.

The adversary in the same spirit of ha-

tred that characterized his attacks upon

the work of God in all ages, is in these

last days as bitter and as determined

to cause the same results to follow the

preaching of the servants of God, and the

administration of the ordinances of life

and salvation, as at any previous time

in the world's history, thus showing that

the old antagonism that existed between

God and Belial, the old animosity that

actuated the mind of those whom he in-

flamed to crucify the Son of Man, and to

destroy his Apostles, had not died out,

but was as determined in this our day

to effect the ruin of those who believe in

the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, who

have submitted to its ordinances, as at

any previous time in the history of the

world.

If we had believed all that is taught

in the Scriptures, and had not re-

ceived the promised blessings; or if

we had believed in all that is writ-

ten in the Scriptures, and had received

the promised blessings, and had not


