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not die when their lives are taken by vi-
olence in a manner which the world calls
heroic or glorious; but as malefactors,
the ignominious death administered to
those who are slain for the testimony of
Jesus, and thus it always has been with
God's children, the brightest, the best
and noblest, that ever lived. They have
had to lay down their lives as Joseph did,
slain in the prison where he was con-
fined. The same self-sacrifice, the same
godlike self-sacrifice is required at the
hands of the servants and Saints of God
in this our day, as was required of those
in ancient days, when they were cast into
dens of wild beasts, into the fiery fur-
nace, or when sawn asunder and sub-
jected to every kind of violent death be-
cause of their supposed wickedness.

I thank God this day for the restora-
tion of this truth. I thank God that I
was ever counted worthy to live in the
day when the revelations of Jesus are re-
stored. I thank God, with all my heart,
that I am a member of this Church; I
think it the most glorious honor and dig-
nity that could be conferred upon me,
and more so in the goodness of God in
permitting me to officiate in the holy
Priesthood. I thank him too that he
has inspired his servants to lead forth
his people and bring us here, and that
through the kind providences of God and
the wise counsels and administrations of
his servants, we are blessed with those
glorious privileges in being permitted to
rear a habitation to the name of the
Most High in which we worship this day;
this chaste, this grand, this magnificent
house of God.

When I reflect upon what God has
done for us, in addition to that which
I have alluded to, it gives me deeper
gratitude still in knowing that in all
the revelations given us concerning
ourselves and our future glory, there
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has been no concealment concerning the
destiny of our dead who have passed
away without a knowledge of the Gospel.
There would have been something lack-
ing in our joy had this revelation not
been made, for we could not have con-
templated our own happiness in the eter-
nal worlds with any degree of satisfac-
tion, if we had been disturbed by the
thought that our ancestors could not par-
take of the same blessings we had re-
ceived. But God in his mercy has re-
vealed his purposes to us, so that there
are none that understand the Gospel
who cannot enter into this house and glo-
rify God in his heart because of the full-
ness of these blessings; and because we
know the Lord possesses all the glorious
attributes we have ascribed to him.

You enquire of the enlightened men
of Christendom respecting their dead,
and they readily acknowledge it to be
a subject they know nothing about. A
great many think that the heathen na-
tions who have died in ignorance are con-
signed to the miseries of a never-ending
hell. Who with such feelings and belief
can glorify God in their hearts and as-
cribe to him the glorious attributes of
mercy and justice, and recognize him as
a just and merciful being?

But when we received the Gospel,
there came with it a distinct message of
mercy, a message of glad tidings of great
joy, that not only the living should re-
ceive the testimony of Jesus, not only
should the living rejoice in the glori-
ous principles of life and salvation, but
the dead themselves should hear the
voice of the servants of God, and the
glad tidings of salvation should be pro-
claimed in their hearing, and through
the exercising of their agency in re-
ceiving these truths, their prison doors
could be unlocked and they come forth
and receive, as though in the flesh, the



