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same blessings, exaltation and glory, accord-
ing to their good wishes and good deeds. 
Thus has been swept from our minds every 
cause of doubt respecting our dead, and our 
hearts warmed towards them with joy un-
speakable, and consequently we combine our 
efforts to erect such a building, such a holy 
house as this is. Thus we, in our hearts, wit-
ness to God the Eternal Father, that we have 
received indeed of a truth the testimony that 
he has given to us, that we believe the same 
to be true, and that we will, with the aid  
and power which he bestows upon us, de-
vote our entire lives to the interests of his

kingdom, bequeathing the same spirit and 
energy to our children after us, that they 
too may labor, with all their might, mind 
and strength and the ability with which 
God shall endow them, to carry on and 
extend the great work of redemption and 
salvation until every son and daughter of 
Adam shall receive the glad tidings of sal-
vation, and shall be administered for in the 
holy temples which shall be prepared for 
that express purpose.

That God may help us to do this with 
all our might and strength is my prayer in 
the name of Jesus. Amen.

I would like to say a great deal during 
this Conference to the Latter-day Saints, 
but I shall be able to talk but little, and 
therefore when I do speak I wish you to 
listen, and this I believe all of you will do.

I think that, as a people, we are nearer alike 
in the sentiments and feelings of our hearts, 
than in our words. From the most excellent

discourse which we have heard this morn-
ing from brother Cannon, I believe that the 
people might gather the idea that we shall be 
expected to divide our property equally one 
with another, and that this will constitute the 
United Order. I will give you my view, in as 
few words as possible with regard to this sub-
ject, which I will promise you are correct.

THE UNITED ORDER—THE DUTY OF THE PRIESTHOOD—THE 
GOSPEL NOT COMMUNISM—TEACHING THE PEOPLE HOW TO  

LIVE—INDEPENDENCE OF BABYLON—THE SAINTS WILL 
CONTINUE TO SPREAD—UNITY OF PURPOSE AND ACTION, WILL  

BRING AGAIN ZION—FREE SCHOOLS CRITICIZED—
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF OUR CHILDREN

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED AT THE SEMI-ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE, HELD IN THE TEMPLE, AT ST.  GEORGE, FRIDAY MORNING, APRIL 6,  1877

Reported by Geo.  F.  Gibbs
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