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The Lord wishes and requires us to de-
velop the ability within us, and to utilize
the ability of these men, women and chil-
dren called Latter-day Saints.

The most of the inhabitants of the earth
are incapable of dictating and devising for
themselves. In many instances there is rea-
son for this, for they are opposed to that
degree that for the lack of opportunity they
are not able to develop the talents and abil-
ity that are within them. This is the condi-
tion of the people of most of the nations of
the earth. All those who come out from the
world, espousing the Gospel of Jesus, place
themselves in a condition to be taught of
him, but instead of teaching them person-
ally, he has raised up his authorized teach-
ers to do this work, and what does he ex-
pect of us to do? He requires, absolutely
requires, of us to take these people who
have named his name through baptism,
and teach them how to live, and how to
become healthy, wealthy and wise. This is
our duty.

Supposing that the property of the
whole community were divided today
equally amongst all, what might we expect?
Why a year from today we should need an-
other division, for some would waste and
squander it away, while others would add
to their portion. The skill of building up
and establishing the Zion of our God on
the earth is to take the people and teach
them how to take care of themselves and
that which the Lord has entrusted to their
care, and to use all that we command to
glorify his holy name. This is the work of
regenerating, of elevating mankind to the
higher plane of the Gospel; in other words,
of simply teaching them their duty.

With regard to our property, as I
have told you many times, the prop-
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erty which we inherit from our Heavenly
Father is our time, and the power to
choose in the disposition of the same. This
is the real capital that is bequeathed unto
us by our Heavenly Father; all the rest is
what he may be pleased to add unto us. To
direct, to counsel and to advise in the dis-
position of our time, pertains to our calling
as God’s servants, according to the wisdom
which he has given and will continue to
give unto us as we seek it

Now, if we could take this people, in
their present condition, and teach them
how to sustain and maintain themselves
and a little more, we would add to that
which we already have; but to take what
we have and divide amongst or give to
people, without teaching them how to earn
and produce, would be no more nor less
than to introduce the means of reducing
them to a state of poverty.

I do not wish for one moment to rec-
ognize the idea that in order to establish
the United Order our property has to be
divided equally among the people, to let
them do what they please with it. But the
idea is to get the people into the same state
of unity in all things temporal, that we find
ourselves in with regard to things spiritual.
Then let those who possess the ability and
wisdom direct the labors of those not so
endowed, until they too develop the talents
within them and in time acquire the same
degree of ability.

What do you say to this doctrine? Is
it right or wrong? [The congregation an-
swered, “It is right.”]

We want to get at a correct understand-
ing respecting all these matters which so
materially concern us. What would be
the first lesson necessary to teach the
people, were we to commence to direct
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