358

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

THE LORD RULES—THE HAND OF GOD IN
PERSECUTION—THE GOSPEL EMBRACES ALL
TRUTH—NO NEED OF WORRY, THE LORD WILL DEAL OUT
JUSTICE—JOSEPH SLAIN FOR THE GOSPEL—THE
DISSATISFIED WILL BE SATISFIED—FULL OF BLESSING.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE NEW TABERNACLE,
SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 6, 1877, AFTER ADDRESSES BY ELDERS
ORSON PRATT AND GEO. Q. CANNON.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBS.

I take the liberty of saying a few
words on this occasion to both Saints
and sinners. That expression brings to
my mind at once—Where are the Saints?
And who are they? And who are the sin-
ners? We are all sinners; but there is
quite a portion of the congregation who
are trying to be Saints. For those who
profess to be Saints I have a few texts of
Scripture. With regard to those who be-
lieve the truth and desire to do it; to all
who wish to live and preserve yourselves
in the truth, in the love of God, I wish
to say, they whom God loves he chastens.
This is so, whether we believe it or not.
If we have not received chastisement, we
receive not that witness, that assurance,
to testify to us that we love him. Another
text of Scripture: The wicked are a rod in
the hand of God to chasten his people. If
the Lord loves us and we love him, we
may expect to be chastened; and it is not
joyous at the time of receiving the chas-
tisement; it is grievous; but if we are ex-
ercised by grace and the spirit of truth,

it will yield the peaceable fruits of righ-
teousness.

I wish to whisper in the ears of the
Latter-day Saints, I mean those who pro-
fess to be Saints, Know ye that the Lord
reigns, and that the hearts of all living
are in his hands. He turns the hearts of
the children of men as the rivers of wa-
ters are turned. He rules in the armies
of heaven, and does his pleasure upon
the earth. When he wills, no man can
hinder it; when he is disposed to open
the door, it is not in the power of man
to shut it; and when he closes the door
it is not in the power of man to open it.
Remember this, Latter-day Saints, and
all the Christian world, the Pagan, Infi-
del and Jewish world, and everybody in
the world; and hearken, O ye nations of
the earth, and know ye that God lives,
that he has spoken from the heavens,
and has sent forth his everlasting Gospel
to the children of men, that through obe-
dience to the same they may be saved;
and if they reject this message they will
be damned. We cannot help it, it is



