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not our business, it is not our doctrine,

it is the doctrine of him whom we serve,

of him whom we obey, of him who holds

us in existence, who gives us breath and

being, and we have a right to believe in

Him, to love and serve him and to build

up and establish his kingdom; and we

are doing it.

If I were to tell you one half of the

things that I know in many particulars

it would astonish the halfhearted who

have but little or no faith, and who do

not understand the workings of the prov-

idences of God among the children of

men. But as to the persecution, it is

nothing at all, neither one way nor an-

other, only to purify the Saints and pre-

pare the nations for the good or evil,

for the Lord Almighty to send forth his

judgments to cleanse the earth, to sanc-

tify it, and to justify the righteous and

condemn the guilty, and to prepare the

way for the coming of the Son of Man.

I wish to say to you, to those who are

in the truth, as well as to those who

are out of the truth, if we did not have

to bear the iron hand of persecution,

the principles we believe in, which at-

tract the attention of the good and the

evil upon the earth and which occupy

so many tongues and circumscribe their

philosophy, would be embraced by thou-

sands who are now indifferent to them.

The evildoer would crowd upon our bor-

ders; and we have plenty of them now

without receiving any more. They would

crowd into this Church. And this is the

reason why brother George Q. Cannon

says, he is pleased and rejoiced because

of this persecution. We should be satis-

fied with it, we should acknowledge the

hand of God in it, and say: The will of

the Lord be done and not ours. By closely

watching the Latter-day Saints, and

seeing that they are kept in the line of

their duty by using this kind of a rod, it

prevents others from coming that would

affect us more than they can who are

outside of this Church. There is not

one man in this city nor in the Terri-

tory who hates the truth and the Latter-

day Saints, whose influence I dread, no,

not even the hundredth part, as I do a

smooth, slick hypocrite who professes to

be a Latter-day Saint. The former can-

not sow the seeds of infidelity and unbe-

lief in the hearts of the people; but the

latter can.

I wish to say to all the people, The

principles of the Gospel that God has

revealed from the heavens to the chil-

dren of men upon the earth are wor-

thy the acceptation of the wise, the pure

and the just. There is no true philoso-

phy in existence which is not embraced

in the Gospel, it belongs to the Gospel,

it is a part of the Gospel. The philos-

ophy of the heavens and the earth, of

the worlds that are, that were, and that

are yet to come into existence, is all in

the Gospel that we have embraced. Ev-

ery true philosopher, so far as he un-

derstands the principles of truth, has so

much of the Gospel, and so far he is a

Latter-day Saint, whether he knows it or

not. Our Father, the great God, is the

author of the sciences, he is the great

mechanic, he is the systematizer of all

things, he plans and devises all things,

and every particle of knowledge which

man has in his possession is the gift of

God, whether they consider it divine, or

whether it is the wisdom of man; it be-

longs to God, and he has bestowed it

upon us, his children dwelling here upon

the earth.

We take up the principles or or-

dinances of the house of God, and

when we set them before the peo-

ple, who would like to believe them?


