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out; for they did so to his servants. Sup-

pose the Apostle Paul, or Peter, in fact

any of the Apostles were to get into

their chapels, and were to preach from

their pulpits their doctrine which they

preached when upon the earth, what do

you think they would do to them? They

would take them and lead them out of

doors, saying, "We will not have any such

hypocrites and false Prophets as you are

in our midst."

There is once in a while a good honest

man who professes to preach the truth,

and when he does preach, it amounts

to this: "My brethren, we think we are

Christians, we are believers in the word

of God; but I tell you if the Apostles were

here today we would not receive them."

That is what these good, honest preach-

ers would say, and a few do say it to their

congregations.

A false principle, a false theory,

whether in mechanism or philosophy, re-

quires much argument and superior tal-

ent to sustain it, but when the truth is

presented it commends itself to the un-

derstanding of the people so readily that

it requires no great amount of learning

to substantiate it, nor much skill to de-

clare it to the honest who want truth,

and it remains firm and sound.

Forty-five years ago they were de-

termined to kill the Prophet Joseph.

I have lain upon the floor scores and

scores of nights ready to receive the

mob who sought his life. This perse-

cution commenced with a little neigh-

borhood, then a town, then a county,

then a State, and then the people of the

United States; and by and by other na-

tions will be just as bitter towards us,

and the doctrines we preach as many

of the people of our own nation now

are. They will struggle and strive, and

plan and devise, saying, Let us take

this course, and that course; and they

will struggle until they will come to

a stop as though they were against a

mountain of solid rock. They will do all

they can to break us up, and even de-

stroy us; this has been the case now for

the last forty-five years. Joseph Smith

had forty-seven law suits, and I was with

him through the most of them, and never

was the first thing proved against him;

he was never guilty of the first violation

of the law or of good order. And when

Governor Ford asked him to go to prison,

as the mob were so enraged that he could

not insure his life, that he might be safe

until he returned from Nauvoo, he said:

"I will pledge you the faith of the State of

Illinois for your safety." But as soon as he

was gone, the mobmurdered both Joseph

and his brother Hyrum, in the jail. That

was to be so. I heard Joseph say many a

time, "I should not live until I am forty

years of age." The spring before he was

killed—his death occurred the 27th of

June, 1844—he hurried off the first El-

ders of the Church. All right, I thought

then, and I think so now. It is all in the

hands of God. They killed Joseph, and

what for? For the Gospel's sake. It was

for no evil, for I was well acquainted with

him. He testified to the truth, he sealed

his testimony with his blood. Whether

we believe in blood atonement or not, the

Lord so ordered it, that Joseph, as well

as others of the Prophets, sealed their

testimony with their blood.

I said here last Sabbath, that, if the

people of this government are not satis-

fied with what they have already passed

through this side of twenty years past,

"Wait a little longer, and they will be

perfectly satisfied with blood." They shed

the blood of the innocent; if they are

not satisfied with the blood they have

shed of each other, wait a little while


