
366 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

be prepared to join this grand company,

being united as they are, having no feel-

ing of dissension, no division in their

midst, no evil or corruption of any na-

ture; no covetousness, no feeling of indi-

viduality in regard to wealth, but having

all upon the altar ready to subserve the

purposes of the Most high in building up

his kingdom upon the earth.

This, therefore, is the purpose of

this more perfect organization which is

being introduced among the Branches

throughout the Territory of Utah; it is

to entitle us to these great blessings

promised in the word of God. It is not

only to build a Temple, but many Tem-

ples, as the case may require. This is not

the only duty of the Latter-day Saints,

although this duty is one of great impor-

tance. But then is it not of still greater

importance that we, as a people, when

these Temples are built, and finished,

and dedicated, should be prepared to en-

ter into the courts of the same, to go in

there with a perfect oneness and union

of feeling? Can we expect in these holy

Temples, which are to be dedicated and

set apart to the name of the Lord, to re-

ceive the blessings promised in Temples,

unless we are a people of one heart and

one mind? I think not. I read, in one

of the revelations contained in this book

of Doctrine and Covenants, that when

God commanded a Temple to be built in

Jackson County, in the State of Missouri,

he made this promise—"Wherefore," said

the Lord, "I commanded the people of

that county, and the people around about

in the settlements, to build a Temple

unto my name, and inasmuch as my

people build a Temple unto my name,

and suffer no unclean thing to enter into

it, that it be not defiled, behold I will

come into it; I will be there, and my

glory shall be there. And it shall come

to pass, that every soul that shall come

into that Temple, who is pure in heart,

shall see my face." This is one of the

promises and privileges pertaining to the

High Priesthood, after the order of the

Son of God. This is one of the bless-

ings, ordained for all dispensations from

the earliest period to the closing up of

the last dispensation of the fullness of

times; that is, in all those dispensations

the righteous were to be blessed with

the powers, and keys, and blessings of

the High Priesthood. For this purpose,

they were to build Temples to his name.

In these Temples, if they were pure in

heart, they would have this privilege

of beholding the face of God and with-

out this Priesthood and the ordinances

thereof, no man in the flesh could behold

the face of God the Father and live.

We have accomplished a great work

thus far. I feel, in connection with my

brethren, to rejoice exceedingly in the

work that the Lord our God has per-

formed in the earth, through us his peo-

ple. Truly he hath fulfilled that prophecy

given in 1830—"The decree hath gone

forth from the Father, that mine elect

shall be gathered in from the four quar-

ters of the earth to one place upon the

face of the land." This revelation was

given before there was any gathering

of the Latter-day Saints. You are my

witnesses, and you are also witnesses

to yourselves that the Lord has fulfilled

this to the very letter. His elect from

the four winds have come by thousands,

and by tens of thousands, and have gath-

ered to one place upon the face of this

land. What has been the object of this

gathering? It is to learn more perfectly

of the ways of God, which we could

not have learned in a scattered condi-

tion; in our native countries, while mixed


