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up with the wicked and self-righteous.
We are now partly isolated; and we have
come from the ends of the earth, that by
our united faith we may accomplish that
which we could not have done by our own
individual faith alone.

By and by, when this people shall have
sanctified themselves before the Lord, and
organized according to the laws and com-
mandments of God, having been taught
by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost,
and by his servants that minister in their
midst, carrying out the counsels and teach-
ings they receive, they will become like
unto one body, as it is written in the par-
able contained in the Book of Mormon,
that the Lord will prune the vineyard, or
take some of the branches away and graft
them into another branch, etc.; he will
make a change of the branches; he will
prune the trees and dig about them, that
the roots and the tops thereof may be kept
equal. Understand that the roots and the
tops thereof shall be made equal, so that
the tops and branches may not overcome
the roots by taking strength unto them-
selves. Why? That the tree may bring
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forth that fruit which is the most precious
unto the Lord.

Therefore he is gathering us here, that
we may become like unto one body, be-
ing sanctified, and become, as another rev-
elation says, “as fair as the sun, as clear as
the moon, that the banners of my people
may be terrible unto all the nations of the
earth.” Why terrible? Because of the pow-
er of the Lord which will be in the midst
of his people, because of the manifesta-
tions of heaven unto his people, because
the nations will hear that God is indeed
in the midst of Zion. They will hear all
these things, and the wicked will fear and
tremble. They will fear because of their in-
iquity; fear and tremble, because of their
wickedness; fear and tremble, because they
have supported all manner of wickedness
and corruption, division and strife, and
abominations of every kind in their midst.
Therefore restfulness will seize upon them,
and they will know of a surety that the
Lord God is in the midst of the people of
Zion, that his power is there, that his spirit
is there, and that he manifests himself
there in great glory. Amen.
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