
Almighty and Everlasting God, our 
heavenly Father, thou who art the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the God of 
Moses, of David, of Solomon; the God 
and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ; the God of Joseph and of Brigham, 
even the God of Israel; thou who art the 
Father of our spirits; it is to thee we ap-
proach this morning to worship and to 
offer up our dedicatory prayer in thanks-
giving and praise for this offering, even 
a Temple which thou hast enabled thy 
people to rear unto thy most holy name.

We realize, our Father, that we are de-
pendent upon thee, and that although we 
are shut out from thy presence, inherit-
ing many weaknesses, and made subject 
to many temptations and sins, we are thy 
children, and as such we come before thee 
in the depths of humility, with broken 
hearts and contrite spirits, praying that 
thine indulgence, thy tender mercy and 
compassion may be extended toward us, 
and that thou wilt forgive everything that 
thine all-seeing and searching eye hath be-
held amiss in us.

We thank thee, O Lord, that thy  
p e o p l e ,  w h o m  t h o u  h a s t  l e d  t o  
th i s  d i s tant  land and whom thou

hast preserved by thine own right arm, 
have been permitted to establish themselves 
in the homes which thou hast given them, 
and that, through thy continued blessings, 
they have been enabled to gather together 
the materials of which this building is com-
posed, to put together and erect the same, 
even a Temple, which we dedicate and 
now consecrate to thee, that it may be holy 
unto thee, the Lord our God, for sacred 
and holy purposes, and that “the blessing, 
even life for evermore,” may be command-
ed here, from heaven, even from thy pres-
ence, and may flow through the ordinance 
which appertain unto thy holy place, unto 
us thy children. We pray that the bless-
ings pertaining to our eternal salvation and 
to the establishing of thy kingdom upon 
this thine earth may be poured out upon 
thy holy Priesthood and thy people, who 
shall worship and officiate in this thy holy 
House.

We dedicate and consecrate the founda-
tion of this building upon which it stands. 
Cause, O Lord, that it may not give way 
nor yield in consequence of any destructive 
elements that may be in the soil, or may the 
nature of those elements be changed so as to 
become strengthening instead of weakening,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES368

DEDICATORY PRAYER

BY PRESIDENT DANIEL H. WELLS,  DELIVERED AT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD AT  

ST.  GEORGE, ON THE SIXTH DAY OF APRIL,  1877,  AT 10 O’CLOCK A.M.

Reported by Geo.  G.Gibbs

z

JOD Vol 18-LIVE.indd   368JOD Vol 18-LIVE.indd   368 5/26/20   6:43 PM5/26/20   6:43 PM


