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mised him of God, was to allow his mind

to wait in idleness without effort, until it

should operate spontaneously. But when

those records were placed before him,

there was no knowledge communicated,

they still remained sealed, as it were, for

no power to translate came upon him.

Although the gift to translate had

been conferred, he could not prosecute

the work, simply because he failed to

exert himself before God with the view

of developing the gift within him; and

he became greatly disappointed, and the

Lord, in his goodness and mercy, in-

formed him of his mistake, using the fol-

lowing language—

"Behold, you have not understood;

you have supposed that I would give it

unto you when you took no thought, save

it was to ask me; but, behold, I say unto

you, that you must study it out in your

mind; then youmust ask me if it be right,

and if it is right I will cause that your bo-

som shall burn within you," etc.

So in regard to us, respecting the

things which we are undertaking. If

we expect to improve, to advance in the

work immediately before us, and finally

to obtain possession of those gifts and

glories, coming up to that condition of

exaltation we anticipate, we must take

thought and reflect, we must exert our-

selves, and that too to the utmost of our

ability.

The text given us by President Young

yesterday, and to which we, in our prayer

this morning, asked God to direct our

remarks, was the work with which we

are now immediately concerned, per-

taining to our present wants and ne-

cessities. The question here arises,

How shall we regulate our temporal af-

fairs so as to qualify us to perform

the duties and obligations devolving

upon us today, and secure to ourselves

the blessings of eternal life?

To this subject, so far as the Lord will

give me his Holy Spirit, through the ex-

ercise of your faith, I wish to speak this

morning. I desire, however, to confine

myself more particularly to the subject

relating to our financial union, uniting

ourselves together as brethren who have

entered into the everlasting covenant of

the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, ex-

pecting to dwell together in the presence

of God in the celestial world.

We have been told, through the rev-

elations of God, and to which our atten-

tion has often been called, that unless we

became one in temporal as well as spir-

itual things, it was useless anticipating

the fullness of celestial glory, or a state

of oneness in the spiritual things of God.

But what course we are to take in or-

der to arrive at this most desirable con-

dition seems to remain a difficult, un-

solved problem. Doubtless many have

asked themselves, what can we do, and

how shall we do it?

Well, let our minds revert for a few

minutes to the time when we received

the fullness of the everlasting Gospel, in

the countries where it first reached us.

As soon as we became convinced of the

truth and that the Elders who preached

the Gospel were the servants of God, we

offered ourselves as candidates for bap-

tism for the remission of sins, receiv-

ing the Holy Ghost through the laying

on of their hands, and then felt deter-

mined to do whatever the Lord should re-

quire through his servants and continue

to follow their counsels in all things,

even to the sacrifice of all we possessed,

if necessary, whether pertaining to the

world's wealth or that which we held in


