NECESSITY FOR EFFORT, ETC.

higher and dearer esteem.

We learned an important and signifi-
cant fact, that we were his offspring, in-
heriting, though only in infantile form,
the same attributes he himself pos-
sessed, and that, through probationary
experience, by passing the ordeals of
earth, rejecting the evil and accepting
the good, these attributes could be de-
veloped until eventually we might re-
ceive a fullness of the godhead, and dwell
in the presence of the Father. We be-
came acquainted with this fact, and were
convinced in our hearts that the object
which now appeared before us, was well
worthy of all that we could bestow upon
it. Hence we resolved that we would ac-
complish the undertaking, though at the
sacrifice of our all. We well understood
that in order to attain to that position
that would entitle us to this exaltation, it
would be necessary to submit ourselves
wholly to the mind and will of God. We
felt in our hearts to consecrate our wives,
our children and our property, if we had
any, and our time and abilities, to the
service of God. Had this law of conse-
cration been presented at that time it no
doubt would have been hailed with joy,
as it was in exact accordance with the
spirit of our covenants.

According to the order of the celes-
tial world, as revealed to the Latter-day
Saints, respecting the property we might
possess, we were required to consecrate
all to the Lord, and then to be made
stewards, as pointed out by revelation in
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and
were to continue to devote that which
might be entrusted to us to the service of
God; and so far as we increased the prop-
erty of our stewardship we were to de-
vote the same to the benefit of the king-

373

dom of God, which would be used for
the building of Temples, emigrating and
sustaining the poor, and for carrying on
the great work of redeeming Israel. This
feeling, which we entertained at the be-
ginning, was to continue to burn in our
bosoms, and we were to be faithful and
honest in our professions.

I know that many of us when we came
to the valleys, conformed to this law
of consecration, which is now published
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.
We deeded our property, and many were
willing, perhaps not all, that, if neces-
sary, every part and portion of it should
have been used as the servants of God
should have directed. This was the kind
of feeling that we then entertained, and
just as long as we maintained this condi-
tion of mind, of willing obedience, it was
all that was required. But I fear that this
feeling, which gave us so much joy, which
tended to increase our faith and confi-
dence in God and in one another, has not
continued to grow correspondingly with
our general prosperity, experience and
knowledge of the Gospel. My testimony
to you is that, so far as this is the case,
we stand this day not wholly approved
of God, although we have the privilege of
worshipping in this Temple, reared to his
holy name. But just so far as this will-
ingness exists in our hearts to appropri-
ate our means that we have accumulated
for the upbuilding of the kingdom of God
on the earth, and that too without grudg-
ing, even as the former-day Saints laid
down theirs at the feet of the Apostles,
so far are we approved and accepted of
God. Who, among the Latter-day Saints
within the hearing of my voice this day,
could fail to comprehend this?



