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that individual. But as soon as you find

that his feelings, by day and by night,

and the course of his conduct are such

as to tend directly to benefit himself and

his family, you will say, "What interest

has he for us. We must look out for our-

selves." But where a man works for the

interest of the community, he becomes

truly a father to that people, working for

them with the same feeling, desire and

interest as he would for himself. It might

be said of him, as it should be said of

all men, that he loves his brethren, or

in other words, "his neighbor," as him-

self. Now let the man who acts as the

presiding Elder of his ward, manifest by

word and action these fatherly feelings

towards those he presides over, and how

soon we would begin to perceive perfect

confidence restored!

Possibly such a man might not al-

ways possess financiering abilities, and

possibly the people themselvesmight not

have confidence in his abilities to man-

age or direct temporal affairs. This is

quite supposable, for good sound princi-

pled men are not always endowed with

great financiering abilities. Yet from

the fact of his having established him-

self in the hearts of the people, and his

being known by them for his integrity

and honesty, and his disposition to work

for the interests of God and the peo-

ple, willing to make any sacrifice that

might be required of him, he possesses

their confidence, and when once in pos-

session of so sacred a trust, what then

might he do in order to satisfy the minds

of the people, which are, more or less,

inclined to be progressive? Let such a

man call to his aid those of his brethren

who are the most capable, letting them

share his responsibilities. Because you

will find, as a general thing, that tal-

ent is diffused through the many and

rarely combined in single individuals;

and it only needs opportunity in order

to be developed. He might say to one,

"Here Brother So and so, you are bet-

ter adapted to fill this or that position

than I am;" or, to another, "You are the

man best fitted for this department;"

and so on until he gets the talents of

all brought out, and instead of dimin-

ishing the public confidence in himself,

such a course would add to it. Further,

he would be doing for his brethren that

which the United Order designs to do for

all, namely to afford opportunity to de-

velop the gift that Nature has endowed

us with. Therefore, I say that all these

matters can be got along with, provided

we have the sure and safe foundation,

which should be based on honesty and

integrity to God and the true interests

of his kingdom and people. With a peo-

ple of one heart and mind, possessed of

the same feelings and aspirations as we

were when we first embraced the Gospel,

in connection with our present know-
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ledge and experience in the practical

workings of building up the kingdom,

how easy it would be to establish our

home industries or mercantile institu-

tions and carry them on successfully!

Everyone would be on hand, like Israel

when, in the desert, and journeying to

the land of Canaan, they were required

to build a movable tabernacle for certain

sacred purposes, and the people brought

their offerings etc., even more than were

sufficient, and Moses had to cry out to

the people to stop. So it would be with

us, as far as willingness on the part of

the people was concerned to take an ac-

tive part in any general movement that

might be projected. Whatever means or

property or time might be devoted by

the community for the establishing of

any certain enterprise, would be done in

good faith, for every heart would be in-

spired with confidence, everyone consid-

ering his interest identified with that of

the whole.

But it takes time to get the people

into this condition. Here, in this south-

ern country, we understand that the peo-

ple have been endeavoring to work to-

gether in the United Order, meeting with

more or less disappointment. Because

of reverses or failures in our attempts

to successfully operate our temporal af-

fairs, we should not allow such disap-

pointment to detract from the principle

itself; but rather let us attribute our

misfortunes to human weaknesses, re-

garding the principle as divine, revealed

for our special benefit and blessing, and

in every instance of apparent failure let

us ever be resolved to "try again." The

principles of Plural Marriage were re-

vealed for the benefit and exaltation of

the children of men, but how much un-

happiness has arisen through failure, on

the part of some who have contracted

this order of marriage, to conform to the

laws that govern it! But does it arise

through any defect in the order of the

marriage system? O no; but from ig-

norance and the folly and wickedness

of those individuals who enter into it,

who abuse, rather than righteously obey,

it. So in regard to the principles of the

United Order. Its principles too are sa-

cred, and I assure you we will never go

back to Jackson County, Missouri, there

to build up the new Jerusalem of the lat-

ter days, until there is a perfect willing-

ness on our part to conform to its rules

and principles. Many years have tran-

spired since we received the revelation

of the United Order, and in one sense

that long period of time bespeaks negli-

gence on our part in not more fully obey-

ing it. The very principles of that or-

der, in my estimation, were given for

our temporal and spiritual salvation. In

order to derive the benefit that God

designed should flow from them, they

must be established and systematized on

the principle of righteousness, each per-


