
son learning to love his neighbor as himself. For 
us to undertake to deal with them on any other 
principle would virtually open the way to bitter 
disappointment.

Then allow me to repeat, let me find a com-
munity that is willing to conform to this, bring-
ing to mind the covenants made in the beginning 
when we received the fullness of the Gospel, 
willing to bring to mind when they dedicated all 
they possessed—their property, their talents, their 
mental and physical powers, to the building up 
of his kingdom; remembering the time when we 
did this, the blessings of God were upon us, and 
his Spirit burned within us. Then let those who 
preach in the midst of that community of Saints, 
realize what the Priesthood was placed upon them 
for; let them know and fully sense why they were 
appointed to fill such and such an office, viz., that 
they should act in the spirit of our Master, a ser-
vant of all, that they learn to consider and esteem 
in the same affectionate interest, the welfare of all, 
as they do that of themselves, and be in very deed 
fathers to the people. Then will they enter into 
the spirit of the two great commands upon which, 
said the Savior, “hang the law and the prophets,” 
namely, loving the Lord with all our might, mind 
and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. This, 
in my opinion, is the foundation of our future 
success, temporally and spiritually, in this United 
Order. Until we come down to the bedrock of 
honesty and sincerity in this matter, dealing with 
temporal as with spiritual things, wholeheartedly, 
holding all and ourselves sacred to the service of 
God, we may expect more or less failure.

Let me say to the brethren who are and who 
contemplate connecting themselves actively and 
entirely with this holy Order, that the Priesthood 
was bestowed upon you, as upon the Son of God 
himself, for no other purpose than that, through 
sacrifice, you might be proven, that, peradven-
ture, at the last day, you might stand approved 
before God, and before perfect and holy beings 
and that, in order to merit this divine approval, it 
may be necessary to forget self and individual ag-
grandizement and seek the interest of your breth-
ren. If you are ready and willing to do this, and 
if your everyday life and conduct, and the spirit 
within you testify the fact, you will establish con-
fidence in the hearts of those who know you and 
with whom you are more immediately associated 
in temporal matters.

Confidence is ofttimes referred to by our 
brethren, especially when speaking on the 
subject of the United Order. It is spoken of and 

written on by the religious, the political, and the 
financial world; and the present condition of the 
whole is such as to force itself upon our serious 
attention. We may confidently apprehend that, 
as history shall chronicle the developments of 
this our progressive world, we shall witness more 
and more the necessity of it. For as palpable and, 
what may be termed, legitimate fraud increases, 
and the whole world ripens in iniquity generally, 
confidence will lessen and become more priceless 
and precious. This is quite obvious to all men 
in whose hearts dwell a spark of that Spirit by 
which the Prophets foretold the destiny of the 
nations. Confidence can be acquired only on the 
principle of righteousness, whether it be applied 
to the monarch or the peasant, the religionist or 
the non-religionist; merit alone commands it.

Then let us live the lives of Latter-day Saints, 
that we may first beget confidence in ourselves; 
then we shall begin to have confidence in each 
other, in God, and in his promises. A people in 
this condition of progress would know no fail-
ures, everything would prosper that they put their 
hands to, they would grow in faith and in good 
works. I tell you, in the name of the Lord God, 
that the time is coming when there will be no safe-
ty only in the principles of union, for therein lies 
the secret of our temporal and spiritual salvation. 
We have been enabled to establish settlements, 
towns, and villages, and we have been abundantly 
blessed with the necessaries and conveniences of 
life, notwithstanding we have been slow to heark-
en to and obey the commands of Jehovah. I would 
to God that every Bishop and presiding officer 
would this day, in this holy Temple, covenant and 
swear before him, the Lord our God, that they 
would turn and serve him with all their might, 
mind and strength, and work in the interest of 
the people as they would for themselves. For my 
greatest desire is to see Zion established according 
to the revelations of God, to see her inhabitants 
industrious and self-sustaining, filled with wis-
dom and the power of God, that around us may 
be built a wall of defense, a protection against the 
mighty powers of Babylon; and while the disobe-
dient of our Father’s family are contending, and 
filling up their cup of iniquity, even to the brim, 
and thus preparing themselves for the burning, 
we, who are the acknowledged children of the 
kingdom, being filled with the righteousness and 
knowledge of God, may be like the wise virgins, 
clothed in our wedding garments, and properly 
prepared for the coming of our Lord and Savior.
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