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to this little earth, belongs to the Lord,

and the whole of it will be given to

his Saints and they will enjoy it forever

and ever. But at present the earth is

groaning under sin in consequence of the

wickedness of the children of men, and

it is longing to be delivered, as are the

Saints that have slept, whom the Apos-

tle John saw and heard, when he was an

exile on the Isle of Patmos. When will

the earth be redeemed, when will Jesus

come to receive the Church as a bride,

when will he come to reign King of na-

tions as he now reigns King of Saints,

when will he banish wickedness from the

earth, and when will the Saints have

power to overcome sin? When we learn

to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts.

As fast as we learn to conform our indi-

vidual wills to his will, overcoming sin

within ourselves, will we have power to

subdue sin in those that surround us,

and in this way the whole earth will be

redeemed from wickedness. The curse

which has been brought upon the earth

through the Fall will be removed through

the faith and virtues of the Saints. When

we become sanctified in the truth, and

our faith, through the Gospel of the

Son of God, becomes sufficiently pow-

erful we will be able to remove the

thorns and thistles and obnoxious weeds

that grow immediately around us, and

to bless and sanctify our gardens and

farms, so that they will bring forth

spontaneously the fruits and flowers,

the cereals and vegetables that sustain

life; and upon this principle as righ-

teousness extends will the whole earth

eventually be redeemed and sanctified,

when all things will be as they were in

the beginning, when the Lord finished

the earth and pronounced everything to

be "very good." This is the nature of

the great latter-day work in which we

are engaged, and were it not for the con-

fident assurance that we have of success-

fully accomplishing it, I would tremble,

and fear might enter my heart.

Why is the whole Christian world

concerned about your humble servant?

They say Brigham Young is not fit to live,

that he ought not to be allowed to remain

upon the earth. Would they remove him

if they had the power to? Yes, many who

call themselves Christians would join in

the act, and many others would consent

to his death! Not the highminded and

honorable of the earth, and those who

serve God and his Christ; but the bigot,

the hypocrite, the wicked and the un-

godly would. Why? Simply because they

represent their master, the devil, who is

carrying on a warfare with the heavens,

and their hearts are opposed to God and

to all that represent him. This conflict

always has been, and will be until the

winding up scene. If I had to depend

upon my own wisdom and power, in con-

nection with that of my fellow laborers,

I might well tremble and fear. But I de-

pend not upon human wisdom or human

power. I occupy the position that God

our Heavenly Father has placed me in,

and while I exercise myself in the du-

ties that he has committed to me, seek-

ing to build up his kingdom and estab-

lish righteousness upon the earth, hold-

ing the dominion for him and for the fam-

ily of Christ, I tremble not, I fear not,

neither do I care for the insults of the

world, for the Lord is my bulwark, my

shield and my deliverer. But have not

some of the wicked succeeded in remov-

ing others from the earth? Yes, they

killed Joseph and Hyrum Smith, while

under the pledged faith of the State of

Illinois; and at Haun's Mill, Missouri,

they massacred about eighteen of our


