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brethren and sisters, innocent men,
women and children, without the first
cause or provocation; and furthermore,
the perpetrators of these and other mur-
ders were never brought to justice; in
fact, the press of the nation advocated
the destruction of "Mormonism," and on
the death of the leaders of our Church,
all the consolation that public opinion af-
forded their bereaved families, as well as
the members of the Church, over which
they presided, was that that would put
an end to "Mormonism." But will the
Lord overlook and forget such crimes?
No, for the blood of the innocent is con-
tinually crying unto him for vengeance,
which he will administer in his own due
time. He has already vexed this nation
and given the people time to pause and
consider their conduct; and if they repent
not by turning from their corruptions
and wickedness, he has only to say to the
innocent, and to the Latter-day Saints,
"Wait a little, wait a little, and their cup
will be full to overflowing." I have said to
my brethren and sisters, and I say it now,
Go to Jackson County, and to Caldwell
County, where the lives of Latter-day
Saints have been taken and from where
they have been driven; go to the region of
Haun's Mill, where so many were mas-
sacred because they had come up to the
western part of Missouri, and it was said
they were "Mormons," and you will find
that we, in all our persecutions, have
not suffered so much as the characters
who executed judgment upon the inno-
cent. If I were asked today if we as a peo-
ple had suffered persecution, I would say,
"No, nothing worth mentioning." This
has ever been the case with the righ-
teous, and it ever will be. For when their
lives are taken for the Gospel's sake,
they go to the Father, to the paradise of

rest, where they are free from the in-
fluence and power of sinful and wicked
men. But how different with the wicked
and ungodly! When they die their suf-
ferings which cannot be described, only
commence. But have we received enough
to understand that the wicked are a rod
in the hands of God to chasten his chil-
dren? If you do not, it is time that you
had learned it, for it is even so; and if we
are chastened, it is for a purpose, prob-
ably to bring us to a sense of our duty,
that we may know the hand-dealing of
the Lord towards us. But were we ever
destroyed? No, neither will God permit
us to be, so long as we are desirous of be-
ing his servants, and of doing the work
given us to do. Although it was neces-
sary that Jesus should suffer on the cross
for the sins of the world, still it might
be said of those who took an active part
in the deed, as well as those who con-
sented to it in their hearts, "Woe unto
them by whom this offense came." Many
of the Prophets have sealed their testi-
mony with their blood, that their testa-
ment might go forth with force and not
return void. As in ancient days, so in
modern days. When Joseph Smith sealed
his testimony with his blood, his testa-
ment, from that moment was in force to
all the world; and woe to those who fight
against it. What will we do to them?
Nothing at all, but preach the Gospel.
They may lie about us as they please.
If we will faithfully mind our own con-
cerns, live our religion, do good to all
men, preach the Gospel to the nations of
the earth, gather up the honest in heart,
build up and establish Zion in the earth,
send the Gospel to the House of Israel,
and live and serve God in all things, all
will be well with us, we have no cause
for fear in the least. When the Lord
deems it necessary that his servants



