
especially when alone, I converse with 
myself upon these eternal things, things 
which the frivolous, the vain, and those 
who are engaged only with the things of 
this world, never think of. With regard to 
the society of heaven, their conversation 
and deportment, consider the magnitude 
and greatness of the character of holy be-
ings, contemplate the expanse of eternity 
and the life that is before us, and then how 
insignificant appears this world as it now 
is! Still, in our humanity, in our fallen con-
dition, that divine influence is more or less 
with us, and if we would preserve ourselves 
to dwell with the holy ones of heaven and 
have joy in our being, we must faithfully 
adhere to and practice the principles of 
eternal life, and in doing so, he will add for 
our comfort and enjoyment all things nec-
essary pertaining to this life.

Fear not with regard to the success of 
this Church and kingdom. Rather fear 
you should not be counted worthy to be 
numbered among the sanctified when 
Jesus comes to make up his jewels; rather 
fear lest you should be found in the con-
dition of the five foolish virgins whose 
lamps had gone out and who were un-
prepared to meet the bridegroom because 
they had no oil. Remember, Latter-day 
Saints, there were five wise and five fool-
ish, an equal division, and yet they were 
all virgins. The application is a just one 
and has a direct bearing on us, as Latter-
day Saints. The wise among us will take 
heed, will hearken to the instructions 
and counsels of the servants of God, will 
pattern after Christ, and thirst after the 
things of God, and our lamps will be 
trimmed and burning, and we will be pre-
pared to meet the bridegroom when he 
comes, and they that are ready will enter 
in with him to the marriage; and whether 
or not the door be shut upon those not so

well prepared is a matter that belongs 
solely to him, and he can do just as he 
pleases about it. I want to have oil in my 
vessel, so that in case I should, in conse-
quence of the weakness of the flesh, slum-
ber a little, on arising my lamp would be 
trimmed ready to burn. This is doubtless 
your desire. Then live for it; mingle not 
your voices with the wicked, seek not after 
the delusive things of this world in their 
present state. But is not the Lord going 
to give the earth and the riches thereof to 
his Saints? Yes, that is the promise, and 
he has spoken it by the mouth of many 
of his Prophets. But when will this inheri-
tance pass into the hands of his people? 
When we shall have sanctified the Lord 
in our hearts, sanctified our bodies and 
spirits in the truth, and we become pure 
and holy, free from selfishness and from 
every sin; and until we shall have reached 
this state of perfection, we never need ex-
pect these things committed to our care, 
for he will not do it. When the judgment 
is given to the Saints, it will be because 
of their righteousness, because they will 
judge even as the angels and as the Gods, 
and not as the wicked do at the present 
time, who care not for God nor for jus-
tice, who care not for truth nor mercy, 
love nor kindness, who judge according  
to the wickedness of their hearts. I am very 
thankful that it is not our province, in  
our present condition, to judge the world; 
if it were, we would ruin everything. We 
have not sufficient wisdom, our minds  
are not filled with the knowledge and 
power of God; the spirit needs to contend 
with the flesh a little more until it shall  
be successful in subduing its passions, 
until the whole soul is brought into  
perfect harmony with the mind and will 
of God. And we must also acquire the
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