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hath spoken. And when they shall
have received this, which is expedient
that they should have first, to try their
faith, and if it so be that they shall be-
lieve these things then shall the greater
things be manifest unto them. And if
it so be that they will not believe these
things, then shall the greater things be
withheld from them, unto their condem-
nation. Behold, I was about to write
them, all which were engraved upon the
plates of Nephi, but the Lord forbade it,
saying: I will try the faith of my people.
Therefore I, Mormon, do write the things
which have been commanded me of the
Lord."

The reason why I have read these
words is to show to the people more fully,
or to impress upon their minds the way
and manner in which the Lord deals
with his people. It is within his power,
if he see proper to do so, to pour out
upon the people a vast amount of knowl-
edge all at once, that their minds may
be completely surfeited with the abun-
dance of the knowledge communicated
to them. But the Lord has not seen
proper to thus deal with the Latter-day
Saints. He has another object in view
than this. He intends to instruct them
little by little, here a little when it is
needed, and there a little when it is
needed; giving them a line upon this sub-
ject when it is necessary, and there a
line upon another subject, leading them
along, step by step, just as a wise, care-
ful parent would his little children, un-
til they become instructed in every prin-
ciple that would be for their good. It
is not because the Lord is not willing
that his intelligent children should en-
joy this greater amount of knowledge;
it is not because he does not desire
the human family to placed in posses-
sion of all the wisdom that their hearts
are prepared to receive. He is willing,

on his part, that the people should be-
come very intelligent in regard to every-
thing pertaining to their future welfare.
He is willing that they should know more
concerning himself, his attributes and
their own, to learn concerning the glories
of his kingdom and the mysteries thereof
and everything that would be essential
for their comfort and happiness in this
world. This the Lord is willing to do
in behalf of his children. But he knows
far better than we do, what the people
are prepared to receive, and what they
are not prepared to receive; and we can
see this illustrated by the words which I
have read. Mormon informs us that he
was about to write all the things which
Jesus had taught, but the Lord expressly
forbade it, and the reason, as given to
Mormon for not permitting this was, that
he intended to try the faith of his people
in the latter days, and of whom he said
that if they would believe these things
and hearken, then should the greater
things be made manifest to them; but if|
on the other hand, they should not be-
lieve these few things, then should the
greater things be withheld from them, to
their condemnation.

This reminds me of a certain say-
ing, given in 1829, before the rise of
this Church. Hyrum Smith had left
his home in Manchester, N.Y., and had
gone down to Susquehanna, Penn., about
a hundred miles, to visit his brother
Joseph, the Prophet, who was then in
the act of translating the Book of Mor-
mon. When Hyrum arrived he felt
very anxious to know about his calling
and ministry—whether he could not go
forth to preach these glorious things.
It would be very natural for a per-
son to feel very anxious about this, for
the things contained in the manuscript,
so far as he had become acquainted



