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with them, were so glorious, that he

wished everybody to know about them.

As will be found on page 98 Doctrine and

Covenants, the Lord told Hyrum not to

be in a hurry. In other words, the Lord

had his own time to ordain to the min-

istry, his own time to send forth mis-

sionaries among the people. "Don't you

be in a hurry in this matter." But said

the Lord to him, "I will tell you what

you may do; you should study my word

which has gone forth among the chil-

dren of men, and also that which shall

come forth, even that which is now be-

ing translated." "Seek first to obtain my

word, then shall your tongue be loosed;

then, if you desire, you shall have my

spirit, which shall enable you to convince

men of the truth." Another lesson to be

learned from this is, that Hyrum, in-

stead of being in a great hurry in this

matter, was required to store up the

word of God in his mind, to be thoroughly

acquainted with the Jewish record, as

well as that which was then being trans-

lated, until he had obtained all that the

Lord should grant to the children of men

in the generation that was then living—

1829. We may learn that the Lord did

intend to give only about so much to the

generation then living.

A great many have supposed that

there must be a great lack on the part

of the Latter-day Saints, because spir-

itual knowledge is not all the time

being poured down from heaven, like

a flood in their midst; some become

doubtful and feel to murmur and com-

plain one to another, carrying the idea

among the people that God has for-

saken Zion, that God has, in a mea-

sure, withdrawn his spirit from us: say-

ing, "Where are the revelations such

as were given in the days of Joseph?

The Lord then poured out upon us

of his spirit continually; we then received

record after record, book after book, etc."

The reason is clearly defined here; the

Lord, in his own time, will fulfill and ac-

complish his purposes, and he was de-

termined, not only in these days, but he

had the same determinations some fif-

teen centuries ago, when he talked with

Mormon the Prophet, that a people who

should live on the earth in the last days,

should have just about so much infor-

mation, and no more, as far as sacred

records and books are concerned. Do not

misunderstand me by this expression,

and carry it to the other extreme, and

say, that God determines to give about

so much, and then shut down the gate

and give no revelation at all. But he

intended, so far as the great principles

of the Gospel are concerned, the funda-

mental principles of salvation, that we

should have the Bible and the Book of

Mormon. Then he determined, still fur-

ther, that there should be a sufficiency

given from year to year, during the life-

time of the Prophet Joseph, to know how

to properly organize the Church. These

further revelations were published in the

Doctrine and Covenants. These having

been given as a pattern, for the com-

mencement of the organization, the Lord

has seen proper to withhold, for the

time being, the giving of additional sa-

cred records, that the Saints might show

their faith. "I will try the faith of my

people, I will see whether they will be

obedient to my commandments, and the

laws which I have revealed to them. If

they will be faithful—if they will prac-

tice upon that which I have given, then

shall the greater things be made man-

ifest to them. But if they will not do

this, they shall be withheld from them,

to their condemnation."


