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There will be a point, in the history

of this people, when they will be counted

worthy to receive all that knowledge and

intelligence which the Lord has held in

reserve for them, from before the foun-

dation of the world. Such is the glori-

ous destiny of this people, to be realized

in due time. But our present work is to

comply with that which God has already

given, and which he may hereafter give,

through the living oracles that he has

placed within our midst.

Now the Lord has not shut down the

gate; he has not closed up the spirit of

inspiration, as all these people are wit-

nesses. What man, unless he had been

under the spirit of inspiration, and the

wisdom that comes down from heaven,

could have led forth this people from

the midst of the wicked, and established

them here in this mountain desert, and

created the wonders we now behold? No

man, however great might be his nat-

ural wisdom and ability, could have ac-

complished a work of this nature, unless

aided by direct revelation. The Spirit of

the living God, from the time of the death

of Joseph to the present, has rested upon

President B. Young, urging him forward,

first to organize the people and lead

them forth from the midst of their en-

emies, and, second, to establish them

here in these mountains. He had not

the experience, beforehand, to do this; he

had never lived in a country where the

people were accustomed to irrigate their

farms; he had never lived in a country

where the people necessarily were com-

pelled to live compactly together, as we

have to do here. But he had been ac-

customed to live in a country where the

people spread abroad wherever they took

a notion to; consequently it was just as

new to him, when entering these valleys,

as to the rest of us. And nothing but the

Spirit of the living God, the inspirations

of the Holy Ghost, could have enabled

him to do what he has done, and to direct

all this people throughout this Territory,

in regard to their settlements, not only

here, but wherever the Latter-day Saints

have been located. Consequently, you

perceive that God has not forsaken us,

the spirit of revelation has been with us.

But then it has not been wisdom in God,

that all this revelation should be writ-

ten and published; because many things

the servants of God are inspired to do

under one set of circumstances, would

not be required of them, under a new

condition of circumstances; hence, such

revelations would not become a stand-

ing law for all future time. For instance,

in order to form new settlements, the

circumstances are very different from

what they are after you have enlarged

your settlements and become numerous

in population, and other duties become

necessary. Consequently the Lord has

imparted a little here, and a little there,

and instructed and counseled the peo-

ple, through his servants, what should

be done in the incipient stages, or in the

forming of settlements, in this mountain

region.

In the midst of all this continuous or-

ganization that has been going on, ever

since the rise of the Church, it is not to

be wondered at, that many things have

been left apparently at loose ends, for

the time being, in order that the people

might prove themselves. Men have been

sent, year after year, to form new set-

tlements, and to do this kind of work,

and that kind, without being specially

ordained to accomplish those particu-

lar duties. What for? To see whether

they would manifest that the Spirit of

the living God was with them, and


