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when we were living in the State of

New York, to go to the Ohio; there to

build a Temple to the name of the Most

High. And there the Lord condescended

to bestow upon his servants and peo-

ple a great endowment, a blessing such

as was not known among the children

of men. And from thence they should

go the nations of the earth and pub-

lish these things. We went to the Ohio;

and after we had been sufficiently taught

and instructed, the Lord commanded us

through Joseph, to build a Temple, giv-

ing the pattern thereof, and the size

thereof, the size of the inner and outer

courts, the size of the several rooms and

apartments, and the form of the pul-

pits and everything pertaining to it, was

given by the inspiration of the Almighty

that rested upon Joseph, and upon those

associated with him.

When the Temple was built, the Lord

did not see proper to reveal all the or-

dinances of the Endowments, such as

we now understand. He revealed lit-

tle by little. No rooms were prepared

for washings; no special place prepared

for the anointings, such as you under-

stand, and such as you comprehend at

the period of the history of the Church!

Neither did we know the necessity of

the washings, such as we now receive.

It is true, our hands were washed, our

faces and our feet. The Prophet Joseph

was commanded to gird himself with a

towel, doing this in the Temple. What

for? That the first Elder might witness to

our Father and God, that we were clean

from the blood of that wicked genera-

tion, that then lived. We had gone forth

according to our best ability, to publish

glad tidings of great joy, for thousands

of miles, upon this continent. After this

we were called in, and this washing of

hands and feet was to testify to God

that we were clean from the blood of

this generation. The holy anointing was

placed upon the heads of his servants,

but not the full development of the En-

dowments in the anointing. These ad-

ministrations in the Kirtland Temple

were revealed, little by little, correspond-

ing with what I have already been say-

ing, that the Lord does not give the full-

ness at once, but imparts to us accord-

ing to his own will and pleasure. Great

were the blessings received. We were

commanded to seek to behold the face of

the Lord; to seek after revelation; to seek

after the spirit of prophecy, and the gifts

of the Spirit; and many testify to what

they saw. But yet they were inexperi-

enced; they had not proven themselves

in their religion long enough. They ob-

tained blessings greater than some of

them were prepared to receive. They

perhaps might have been faithful if they

had exercised the agency which God gave

them. But how easily are mankind top-

pled first this way, then that way, and are

led astray, even after the heavens were

opened and chariots and horses of fire,

as well as angels were seen: still many

of these brethren apostatized.

Now perhaps some of you may say,

"Withhold these things; do not send an-

gels; do not bestow the gifts of prophecy,

if by being so blessed we are in dan-

ger of apostatizing from our religion."

This is the other extreme; on the other

hand, we are commanded to seek the

face of the Lord always, that we may

possess our souls in patience. Again,

about three years after the organiza-

tion of the Church, the Lord gave a rev-

elation contained in the Doctrine and

Covenants, saying, "It shall come to pass

that every soul that comes to me, obeys

my commandments, and hearkens to my


