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tures enter into salvation and be exalted

into the presence of God, and the door

closed against us, would indeed be poor

consolation or comfort. But if we would

enter in, we must do the will of the Fa-

ther, keep his commandments, possess

the gift of the Holy Ghost, enjoy the tes-

timony of Jesus, and become witnesses

of the truth for ourselves; we then may

build upon a foundation more lasting

than the solid rock. That when trials

come and temptations surge against us,

as they will do, we may stand and en-

dure to the end. For not every one that

saith Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

kingdom, but he that doeth the will of

the Father, etc.; or, as the wise man once

said, "the race is not to the swift, nor the

battle to the strong, neither yet bread to

the wise, nor yet riches to men of under-

standing, nor yet favor to men of skill."

Nevertheless, "he that endureth to the

end shall be saved." I cannot believe for

a moment that any of us will attain to

the gift of eternal life, unless we shall

qualify ourselves through the truth, in

the manner God has prescribed, and in

that way become worthy of it. We must

obtain this light by revelation, we can-

not do it by our own wisdom. God will

give us knowledge and understanding,

he will lead us in the path of truth if

we put our whole trust in him and not

in man. He then can and will preserve

us, and all the powers of the earth com-

bined cannot destroy us, for we are in His

hands. Here are our fathers and lead-

ers that have passed through the school

of experience; they have seen what the

enemies of this kingdom have tried to

do, and know full well what they would

do if they had it in their power. It has

ever been the desire of the wicked to de-

stroy the people of God. They have never

slackened their efforts, nor failed to use

all the means in their power, nor hesi-

tated to resort to the most cruel, foul and

fiendish acts to accomplish their nefari-

ous purpose. This same cruel enmity, al-

though for the time being, to some ex-

tent subdued or held in check by the

Almighty, still smolders and rankles in

their hearts, awaiting a favorable oppor-

tunity to burst forth as fiercely as at

any time during the life of the Prophet

Joseph. This is one of the strongest ev-

idences we can have of the divine mis-

sion of President Brigham Young. Be-

cause of the inspiration of the Almighty

and power of God which has rested upon

him and accompanied his administra-

tions, he has been the very center of the

target at which all the deadly weapons

of the enemy has been aimed ever since

the death of the Prophet Joseph. I say

this is one of the strongest evidences we

can have of this fact, aside from the testi-

mony of the Holy Spirit, which bringeth

knowledge. It is unmistakable. The ha-

tred of the wicked always has and always

will follow the Priesthood and the Saints.

The devil will not lose sight of the power

of God vested in man—the Holy Priest-

hood. He fears it, he hates it, and will

never cease to stir up the hearts of the

debased and corrupt in anger and mal-

ice towards those who hold this power,

and to persecute the Saints, until he is

bound. He delights in apostasy and in

apostates, and uses them for his pur-

pose, but what does he or his emis-

saries care for their organizations? Do

they hate them? Is the world moved

with anger or malice against them? No.

They become a part of the world, frat-

ernize with the people of the world

and lose their distinction or identity, as

the people of God notwithstanding their


