SAINTS SHOULD BE WHOLE-HEARTED, ETC.

have heard this day. They are words
of encouragement to the faithful, they
strengthen the weak, they enkindle
within us all the fire that burns yet not
consumes; and we are stimulated to con-
tinue in the good fight of faith despite ev-
ery opposing power.

We embraced the principles of the ev-
erlasting Gospel in various lands, and
we gathered here for the express pur-
pose of learning further of his ways that
we might walk in his paths. It there-
fore is plain and easy to understand the
great obligation that we have placed our-
selves under, an obligation that becomes
the more serious and important as we
count the years of our membership in
this Church, and as we have had oppor-
tunity. To become efficient laborers in
the kingdom, is that we learn the mind
and will of God concerning us, and then
go forth and do it to the very best of our
ability and power. Unless we seek the
Lord with our whole heart, willing to sac-
rifice all for him and his cause, we cannot
be wholly accepted of him.

We are told by revelation that all
blessings are to be enjoyed upon the
principles by which his kingdom can be
built up, and upon no other. It would be
in vain for us to imagine that we are go-
ing to enjoy the blessing of the celestial
world by adopting any principles we may
choose, or that may be suitable to our
own peculiar ideas and feelings. Then
the first lesson for us to learn is how
we can best become acquainted with the
wishes of our Father, how we can best
use our time and our talents to subserve
the interests of his cause here upon the
earth. We have entered the door of the
kingdom, and that is about all. The
actual work we have only commenced,
and who cannot see that it is of the
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greatest importance that we organize
ourselves that we may the better pros-
ecute our labors! We pray that the will of
God may be done on earth as in heaven.
What does it avail us if we do not seek
first the kingdom of God and all its righ-
teousness? And how can we obey this
divine injunction unless we seek in the
right and proper way to establish its
principles in our hearts and lives, giving
that kingdom and its government a foun-
dation, a chance to develop itself into the
proportions it eventually will do.

The tendency of mankind generally is
to gratify a craving for this world's goods,
adopting such ways as will best secure to
them their heart's desire; this really is
their aim and object of life. When we re-
flect that we live in this important age,
when God our heavenly Father has again
spoken to the children of men, revealing
to them his designs and purposes and
the only way to be saved, it is time for us
to awake to a sense of duty and prepare
ourselves in all readiness, for he does not
speak in vain; all must be fulfilled even
as it is written, whether we individually
take part in it or not.

The Lord will have a people trained
in the school of experience until they
shall be prepared to receive him when
he shall come to dwell upon the earth
for the space of a thousand years. This
we understand; we have been taught
it by divine instruction, and it is for
us to be willing to be taught and to
be used in accomplishing the prepara-
tory work. He has also declared by
the voice of his servants whom he has
raised up, and by his own voice, that the
wicked and those who delight in abom-
inations he will overthrow as individ-
uals and as nations; and in the place



