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thereof he will have a righteous people
who will fear and obey him in all things.
This has been preached to the world now
for nearly half a century, and we are still
declaring it. We know not how many will
hearken to this warning voice, but we do
know that history informs us that Noah
preached one hundred and twenty years,
warning the people of threatened judg-
ments, preaching to them the way of life,
with but very little success. The word of
the Lord through Noah was verified and
fulfilled even as he had declared it.

The words of the Lord were lamentably
fulfilled on the heads of his chosen seed,
because they rejected the same Gospel mes-
sage which was sent unto them. And the
Lord has said that in the last days his word
should be verified as in former times. True,
the message might be lightly esteemed, and
they that bear it, as well as those that re-
ceive it, may be set at nought, just in the
manner that his word and people always
have been treated by the world of mankind
generally.

This Latter-day work has been com-
menced by an illiterate, unlearned boy;
but like the leaven that was put into the
measures of meal, it has worked until al-
ready it attracts not only the attention of
men of high and low birth, but of nations.
And although its advocates have, as a gen-
eral thing, been persons of humble birth
and of limited education, where has ap-
peared the man that has succeeded in
gainsaying them, and proving false the
principles they teach? That individual is
yet to be found; he cannot be found nor
never will be, for it is the truth, we bear
the new and the everlasting Gospel which
is incontrovertible. And still, with all this
before the world, how few comparatively
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hearken to and obey the message! And
how many imperfections we find existing
among us! We need careful and gradu-
al training, to be taught a little now and
again; and many times we find ourselves
almost ready to relinquish our hold on
eternal life, having need to be converted
again to the truth; and yet we call ourselves
Latter-day Saints.

The question that ofttimes arrests my
attention is, if we receive not the truth as
it is presented to us here, will we be will-
ing to hereafter? Some people imagine that
when we pass from this stage of our being
we shall all be in a condition to receive
truth whether we received or rejected it
while upon this earth. It is by reason of our
agency that we reject truth and accept evil;
and we will find when we go hence that we
shall still be possessed of the same agency;
and if we were not willing to receive the
truth in this world, what assurance have we
that our agency will not lead us to reject
truth hereafter. If Latter-day Saints cannot
endure to the end, if they cannot in their
hearts receive as well as practice all of the
principles of the Gospel as they are made
known to them by his servants, it is folly
in the extreme for us to allow ourselves to
believe that by rejecting certain principles
here we will be able to practice them in the
world to come.

We will also find that there are certain
things that can be preformed in this world,
that peradventure cannot be attended to
anywhere else. Baptism by immersion is
an ordinance essential to salvation; it is
the door to the kingdom and none can
be saved without it; and it is an ordinance
that strictly belongs to this life. There are
also certain ordinances essential to our ex-
altation in our Father’s kingdom that can
be performed only in Temples, except in

5/16/20 9:13 PM



