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mise you that what I am going to say

is the truth—who has embraced what is

called "Mormonism," but which is noth-

ing more or less than the Everlasting

Gospel of the Son of God, who when

counseled by men of God holding the

eternal Priesthood to do thus and so,

and who will indulge in a spirit that

will prompt him to say, "O yes, I think

I will use my own judgment. I think I

have discretion as well as you, and I will

take my own course. I can attend to my

own business as well and perhaps a lit-

tle better than anyone else, and there-

fore I don't need anyone to advise me."

I say the man or the woman that will do

so, thereby taking to himself or to herself

strength and wisdom to counsel them-

selves, unless they repent, turn round

and do better, they will go into darkness,

and sooner or later each person or per-

sons will apostatize and go to destruc-

tion. Do you believe it? It is just as

true as the sun that shines. Is it hard

to believe? No, it is the easiest thing

in the world to believe the truth. It

is a great deal easier to believe truth

than error. It is easier to defend the

truth than to defend error. It is nec-

essary that the religions and creeds of

the Christian world be defended by the

most able and learned students, in or-

der to make them popular and to appear

as true. But after these Christian stu-

dents have been through academies and

colleges; and the most famed seminaries

in the world, and after they have studied

and studied, spending a lifetime in the

acquisition of a theological education, it

takes but one of our boys, with the aid

of the Bible and the little Catechism, to

wind them up as you would an old clock.

This has been the experience of many

of our boys, and when they started out

from their homes to preach the Gospel,

they did not know that they could say

anything at all about its principles; but

when they have come in contact with

those who have professed much and who

have undertaken to disprove the Gospel

as taught by the Latter-day Saints, their

minds have become enlightened and pas-

sages of Scripture have come to them

and they have discomfited their oppo-

nents, so that they have had nothing to

say. I have done so many times myself,

and that too with a few words; and the

conversation would be turned to some-

thing else. With all their study and

learning, and with all the philosophy and

science there is brought to the aid of false

theories, how easy it is to believe the

truth! It is much easier than to disbe-

lieve it. Truth commends itself to every

honest person, it matters not how sim-

ply it is told, and when it is received it

seems as though we had been acquainted

with it all our lives. It is the testimony

of the majority of the Latter-day Saints

that when they first heard the Gospel

preached, as contained in the Bible and

Doctrine and Covenants, although en-

tirely new to them, it seemed as though

they already understood it, and that they

must have been "Mormons" from the be-

ginning.

Well, before I sit down I will present

to the congregation the names of three

of our brethren whom I shall recom-

mend to form the presidency of this

Stake of Zion, which will comprise Davis

County, and the name of which will

probably be Farmington Stake of Zion.

(Here Pres. Young proposed the names

of Wm. R. Smith of Centerville as

President, and Christopher Layton of

Kaysville as his first and Anson Call

of Bountiful as his second Counselors).

I know some of you wish it other-

wise, or that someone else was chosen

for President; but as we cannot suit


