TRYING TO BE SAINTS, ETC.

everybody's desire in a matter of this
kind, we have to center on one, and I
have felt to suggest the name of brother
Smith. (Each name was put separately,
and each vote was unanimous).

Before presenting the names of
brethren to compose the High Council,
which would be in order to do, I propose
for President of the High Priests' Quo-
rum the name of Thomas S. Smith, who
was once Bishop of this place. (Brother
Smith was unanimously sustained; and
brothers Thomas Steele and Job Welling
were elected as his Counselors, without
a single dissenting vote. The names of
the brethren to act as members of the
High Council were also presented and
sustained in a similar manner).

The Wards will be organized here-
after; Bishops will be placed over them,
with their two Counselors, all of whom
will be ordained High Priests, if not al-
ready so ordained, and then be set apart
to act in their several offices. They then
will form a court; and then all the other
quorums of Priesthood will be set in or-
der. For what? Paul says, "For the per-
fecting of the Saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ." But whether this will be the re-
sult here I do not know. All I know is that
it should be so, and if everyone does his
duty and lives his religion, it will be so.
(The brethren chosen and elected to fill
the several offices herein named, were
then set apart to act therein. The Presi-
dent then continued—)

Just a few words to the Presidency of
this Stake of Zion. It is now their duty
to see that the officers within their juris-
diction perform their several duties, it is
sufficient work for them too if they will
attend to it. The High Council I hope
will not have much business to do. I am

43

told that there have only been three
cases during the last twenty-three years,
that have gone for trial before the High
Council from Farmington. That is doing
very well. To the now acting Bishops,
who will be ordained Bishops, as well as
to brother Hess, who I believe is the only
ordained Bishop in the county, I will say
that you will now be required to look af-
ter your several Wards more assiduously
than heretofore; see that Teachers are
diligent in the performance of their du-
ties, and that all difficulties that may
arise among the brethren of the Ward be
settled, if possible, by the Teachers; and
also see that all who claim membership
in this Church observe the moral law of
our religion. We shall not expect to hear
of people breaking the Sabbath, and a
hundred other things all of which are in-
consistent with our holy callings, and op-
posed to the accomplishment of the work
that the Father has given us to do. You
are called upon now to make yourselves
familiar with the revelations and com-
mandments that have been given us of
the Lord for our perfection, for our sanc-
tification preparatory to our exaltation,
and so live that our acts and conversa-
tions may conform to the same. We ex-
pect to see a radical change, a reforma-
tion, in the midst of this people, so that,
when the proper authorities shall call
upon you to do thus and so, everyone
may be found willing and ready to re-
spond, placing himself, with all he com-
mands, for the upbuilding of the king-
dom of God. This is in accordance with
a revelation given to this Church before
the law of Tithing was revealed; but in
consequence of unbelief and imperfec-
tion on the part of the people it was not
observed, and hence a law more adapted
to their condition was given, namely,
that of Tithing. You are called upon



