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now to improve your ways, to seek with

all earnestness for an increase of faith

that you may live according to the higher

laws, which is your privilege to do, and

which is so necessary for our peace and

comfort and for the good order of society

and for the salvation of the Latter-day

Saints. We shall look for this change,

and I do not think we shall be disap-

pointed; if at all, I believe it will prove

a happy disappointment to all Israel, be-

cause of the great reformation that will

be effected among the Latter-day Saints.

Brethren and sisters, we feel to bless

you, we are blessing you all the time,

and God is blessing you. See how he

has tempered the elements; how he has

held our enemies in check, and deliv-

ered us out of their grasp and power;

how he has prospered us when we have

confined our attention to our legitimate

business; and I can say with all propriety

that, if we had strictly followed the coun-

sels that have been given from the com-

mencement until today, instead of being

in such poverty, as we are in one sense,

we would be a self-sustaining, indepen-

dent people, commanding millions just

as easy as we now command thousands.

But how unwise, how foolish some of

our brethren are! I am ashamed of

them, and their condition is deplorable.

Instead of beautifying their homes and

improving their farms, and helping to

reclaim the community and build up

the Zion of the latter days, they have

done—what? Dug holes in the ground?

and, I do not know how it is with you,

but go to Salt Lake City, and you will

find men whose experience and judg-

ment should have taught them better

reaping the results of their folly—their

houses and lots mortgaged, their farm,

also many are in this condition, and most

of them will lose their property. They

wanted a little more money, they al-

lowed themselves to be allured and they

lose all. I myself was the means of

making several brethren by employing

them, letting them have business to at-

tend to until they became wealthy; and

now they are in poverty. Whereas, if

they had taken my counsel they could

have added to their wealth and been

in good comfortable circumstances today,

success and prosperity would have at-

tended them, peace and blessing would

have been their portion, and they in turn

would have been in a position to bless

others of their brethren. This I say,

with all confidence and assurance; but

no, selfishness and covetousness blinded

them, they wanted more and they cov-

eted that which was not their own; and

if they have not already sensed it, I can

tell them that weeping, mourning and

lamentation will overtake them, and this

they bring upon themselves.

Let us take the course pointed out

and we will avoid trouble; if we pay at-

tention to our calling we will be blessed

abundantly, both temporally and spiritu-

ally; and when it shall be said to the peo-

ple, Let us do this or that, it will be done.

We require nothing more of the people

than the Lord requires of us. And what

is that? It is this, "Son, give me thine

heart." Let us truly and in reality be ser-

vants of God, holding ourselves with all

we have subject to the will of God, to

be used, if necessary, for the building

up of his kingdom on the earth. This

is what the Lord requires, this is what

the Priesthood require, and is the course

I endeavor to pursue.

I say God bless you; I bless you.

I say peace be with you. Brethren,

one and all, be faithful, be diligent.

We have all plenty to do; it remains

for us to live so that by the light of

the Holy Spirit, we can see the work


