
hearts, and digest them by the spirit of rev-
elation, and understand what I have in my 
own heart.

The improvement that we are under-
taking is not a small labor. It is not the 
work of a day, or a week, or a month, but 
the work of a lifetime; and when we end 
our career here, we hope to leave those 
behind us on the earth of our own pos-
terity, who are better calculated to go on 
with this work, and who will do so until it 
is completed. What is this work? The im-
provement of the condition of the human 
family. This work must continue until the 
people who live on this earth are prepared 
to receive our coming Lord, and dwell 
with the sanctified, and to associate with 
angels and with our Savior, preparatory to 
entering into the presence of our heavenly 
Father.

Now this is the work; and how are we 
to perform this work is the question which 
I hope you will be able to understand. 
I wish you had the spirit of revelation. 
I would delight in the Latter-day Saints 
living so that the Spirit of God would be 
within them, so that they could see and 
understand and judge all these things for 
themselves.

I will commence by drawing attention 
to the philosophy of man here upon the 
earth. We see ourselves here today. Here 
are old, greyheaded men, aged ladies, in-
fants in their mother’s arms, and persons 
in the different conditions and stages of 
life, with varied looks, feelings, sympa-
thies and passions. We see this variety be-
fore us today. But we all commenced at 
the foot of the hill. We see the infant in 
its mother’s arms. What is this infant here 
for? What is the design in the creation of 
this little infant child? It lies here in its 
mother’s arms; it would not resist, in the

least, if it were dropped into a cauldron 
of boiling oil; if it were thrown into fire it 
would not know it until it felt the flames; 
it might be laid down here, and the wolf 
might come and lick its face, and it would 
not know but that its mother was sooth-
ing it. You see this foundation, the starting 
point, the germ of intelligence embodied 
in this infant, calculated to grow and ex-
pand into manhood, then to the capacity 
of an angel, and so onward to eternal exal-
tation. But here is the foundation. Sent to 
school, the child learns to read, and con-
tinues to improve as long as it lives. Is this 
the end of the knowledge of man? No. It 
is only the beginning. It is the first stage of 
all the intelligence that the philosopher in 
his reflections, taking the starry world be-
fore him, and looking into the immensity 
of the creations of God, can imagine. Here 
is the first place where we learn, this is the 
foot of the hill.

Now the object is to improve the 
minds of the inhabitants of the earth, 
until we learn what we are here for, 
and become one before the Lord, that 
we may rejoice together and be equal. 
Not to make all poor. No. The whole 
world is before us. The earth is here, 
and the fullness thereof is here. It was 
made for man; and one man was not 
made to trample his fellow man under 
his feet, and enjoy all his heart desires, 
while the thousands suffer. We will take 
a moral view, a political view, and we 
see the inequality that exists in the hu-
man family. We take the inhabitants of 
the civilized world, and how many la-
boring men are there in proportion to  
the inhabitants? About one to every five 
that are producers, and the supposition  
is that ten hours work by the one to
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