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to live by the truth until they are pre-

pared to enter into an exaltation. How

long will they live here? No matter if

they live as long as Methuselah lived,

if they commence that moral reform re-

quired in their lives. Those who have

been in the habit of swearing, swear no

more. Never use the name of the Deity

without his authority. If we are in the

habit of telling that which is not true,

learn to speak the truth. If we speak

evil of our neighbors, cease to speak evil.

Covet not that which is not our own.

Keep the Ten Commandments, and then

go on until we are perfect, loving our

neighbor more than we love ourselves,

imparting to all that kind fellow feeling,

that we can take those who are in this

poor and stricken condition of life, and

raise them, that they may come up and

possess the fruits of the earth, and en-

joy all that we can enjoy in raiment, food

and possessions. Raise our own horses,

our own food, and let everyone be a pro-

ducer, and then we can with a good grace,

be consumers. Infringe upon no one. In-

stead of making any poorer, make all

wealthy.

A few words upon the minerals found

in our mountains. We have had a great

many men examining among the moun-

tains, and through the plateaus and

ranges in the south. The whole scien-

tific world, a few years ago, would have

pledged their reputation that there was

not any mineral in the sandstone range

along the Rio Virgin River. Now they

are finding it in many places. A great

many have told me that there was no

mineral there, but it is now found in var-

ious parts of the southern portion of this

Territory. What can I say about it? The

Lord, in Isaiah, says, "For brass I will

bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver,

and for wood brass and for stones iron."

I can attribute it to no other agency than

the power of God diffusing it in these

mountains. I will refer it to the scientific

world. You may as well take a piece of

wood and say that it shall become a piece

of sandstone, as to say that you will find

silver in sandstone. Did you ever know

sandstone to become a petrifaction. It is

hard to say where it will not be found,

now that it is found in the barks of pet-

rified trees. It is no matter, the Lord is

managing all this, and he does just as

he pleases with regard to the treasures

of the earth, and we may look for them,

but if we are not to find them, they will

be hid. When God says to his agents, re-

move this gold, this silver, this copper, it

will be done. You do not understand this

philosophy, but I do. And my philosophy

outreaches the philosophy of men that

study books. I have said enough with re-

gard to the minerals of the earth.

I see a man grow up from the in-

fant stage to be a scholar, and by and

by he has an empire, and can give laws

to the people, that can equalize them,

and bring them to a state of happiness

and excellency, and give them all the

advantages that man can possess upon

the earth, and make every man happy

and comfortable. This is the work that

we have upon our hands. Teach the

people the faith of the Gospel. Teach

them what God is, and what His work

is, and that there never was a time such

as many of our philosophers speak of,

who drift back and back, and come to

this theory and that theory, and go back,

and back to the time when we were all

reptiles. When was there a time when

there was not a God? But, say they,

there must have been a time. Then

you declare to me, do you, that there

was a time when there was no time.

And this is the philosophy of a great


