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same with the members of my family. Or

are there ill feelings existing among any

of the members of the household; or be-

tween them and our neighbors. If so,

they should find out. It is their busi-

ness to know whether I and my family

are living our religion or not; and the

same with everybody else's family in the

Church. But how is it now? They come

perhaps once in three months, or nine

months as the case may be. And when

they do come they have a few words and

questions which, to say the least, are

very formal. Is that the spirit and calling

of a Teacher? No! They should be full of

the light and revelation of God, quick to

discover everything and know everybody

and their standing in their jurisdiction.

And they would too if they performed

their duties and were faithful to the wel-

fare of the people. What is the result?

The wards are not attended to. What fol-

lows? We have drinking in our midst.

Yes, Elders and High Priests and Sev-

enties are tempted to drink and humil-

iate themselves before God and the peo-

ple. We have others that break the Sab-

bath, and others that swear and blas-

pheme the name of God. We have others

that lie and cheat. And who pays any at-

tention to it? Some think it would not be

polite to attend to some of these matters;

but I tell you God will take hold of them

by and by, and they will know whether

he will be polite or not. If a man does

wrong, let him be held accountable for

that wrong, no matter who he may be.

If he cheats, bring him up; if he lies, let

him be treated as a liar; if he breaks the

Sabbath bring him to an account for it;

let the proper officers of the Church see

that they do their duty, or God will not

hold them guiltless. Let all the Elders,

the Priests, Teachers and Deacons and

other officers thoroughly and faithfully

perform their duties, and then we will

see whether there is any power in the

Priesthood or not; then we will know

whether the blessings of the Lord attend

the ordinances or not; then we will know

that God rules in Israel, and that the

honest in heart, the truthful and those

who love righteousness are in reality his

people, and that they will maintain the

right and purge the Church from evil

of every kind. We do not want to be-

come partakers of other men's sins; the

First Presidency will not, neither will the

Twelve; the Bishops should not, for God

will require it at their hands.

God intends to build up a Church

here after the pattern of the one that ex-

ists in heaven; and to come down and as-

sociate himself with man upon the earth.

Are we prepared? No. Shall we be by

the course we are going? Never, while

the world stands. Therefore we are going

forth and wherever we find things disor-

ganized, we organize them, and then call

upon the various organizations to per-

form their duties in fidelity, honesty and

faithfulness, that every man may be felt

after to the utmost extremity of the Ter-

ritory, that it may be known what they

are doing, whether they are for God and

the principles of truth or not. We do

not want any more "Good Lord and good

devil;" the line will be drawn and we will

know who is for the kingdom and who is

not. If we do not those things which are

required at our hands, what is the use

of our profession? Why should men who

do not want to do right, who break the

Sabbath, who steal, defraud and impose

upon their neighbors, why should they

court the fellowship of the Saints? Do

you think they will get into the kingdom

of God? No. We read of ten virgins, five


